

PUBLISHED UNDER THE AUtHORITt 0P 
THE GOmSTffiST OP ISDIA 



EPIGRAPHIA 





r . EDITED BY 

e. YAZDANf, O.B.E., RR,A.aB*, WI.A., 

0tRE0TDf* 4SP AftOH^CajOGY, h/e. R THE mZM^B DOMlNibiS mO QpVER«|WEHT FOR 

. ' , 's . ' . ’*■ wksayaia *NsomPtJ<»4$. '■ r-' 

:v mM. .;>v...:..:::. 

. I V' \ 'C)0‘1sr!ElN!Iiai '' X . 

w'Vive new inscriptions from tlie Bidar l)i8tri^L^.py.,Pj/*^^^ti''5', 

^Inscription of Sultan Balban from Bayana, By 6. ^ 

Yazdani . . • • • >■ 

V.- Inscription of ijiyaau’d-Dm Tu^uq J^';|^Tii^ :aurd near 
■ , , Allafaal^'< '.'By ft- Yazd^-- ■<;!■';'>' L. 

Biree BmuHt in8criprions-'<^ 'itBa' ':f^ '4. ' ■- 

ancimt bill forts in tlie NaSlfe District. By M. Moneer B.A., 

' FX.A.(tondoB>/ , ^ . 4>f ;* 

A Persian inscription from tne jSmri Maqid at Champaner. By 

4 M. Moneer, B.A.,FX.A. (London) . . . ; •. ,13—17. 

Two ioamptions from Sherpfir, Bo^a Difitnct, Bengal. By Maulavi 

Shamsuddin Abmad, M Jl. . . > “ ti ' ti ‘a- i 

Muslim inscriptions from BBomrasa, Gwalior State, By Earn Singh 

^aksena . % ,, ■ 4,. ’jal* 

;. ^....IVo Persian inscriptioivB from Dbardoni, Saiigor.Dietoct,'C. P. , By 

'fG-' YasM&'p'i '■* , . * *' '* ^4 37 

TTi^i Nava^fLiTi Iifecription . di';' Nusrat) of Betipl. Bf - 

,, Per^an ' -Museum, Lu^ow. . , 

By 6. Yazdani . 

Three inscriptions froni.Glt^k'.! MLA. • “ • ^ ■^'rdo , , ' 

Thiee inscriptions from the liadi jDijapnr^'Ktect. > V . . 

, llmadKWMX . ' V 

^me hew ipBoriptions from the Golhoads ¥(ai; ;3|f-.lS|#^‘®ttli^'. ' v\ :- „; 

mad Ahhiad. M.A. . . . 

Some Muslim inscriptions from the Madras Presidency and Onssa. , ' 

By G. Yazdani .... • .. • 52-59 

An inscription of "Alau’d-Din Khalil recently discovered at Muttra. , 

By Khan Bahadur Zafar Hasan, B.‘A. . . ..... • ,■ • • SO-rfil 

'■ -tKDEX,,. '• «>' :•■» ,63^:70; 

ruBxis.iiT:D BY M,vw/£jt OF 3* 'II!? i-rxiir .. . < ; . " - 

) BY MANACiEHi, GotaoMRirEafa:- oi 1* IRS'S. i 

' r *« 





hist of Agents in India and Bnrma from whom 
dorernment of Iii#a PuhUcatlc^ are available. 


IdBA^Iadfea Ms. I ^«4 

3 X ©pBiMsr^ CQ-^aratt'^^ 

%ii*t State 

LkJWUlABAj)^ ' _ ; L ' ‘i ' ' 

te#. 

TtAyn Sar^ tifll, 1» ]ELoad. 

Sup^iiitendant, Fiiatmg amd Statioaeiyf V* 



»• ffvff' '*«'•* t’TTT r~ — ^ " ' 


V; 'm^ij^' i ■-.I 

TrJpathi & Co.» Messrs. K. M., PxiBcesa Street, Kalba- 
'I & 7 ilload. 

w j.',cXbJA ’^''•. 

csAicinrTA— 

CbatteEjee d; Go., 3, Baehai^ Cbaiterjee Lane. 
CStmk^esrtty, Clbattieajee & Co., Ltd., 13, College 


Das Gnpta & Oa., 54 / 3 , College Street. 

HMit IJbnxy, W-f, Baisnoi De Street. 

Lahizi & Go., Ltd., Messrs. 8 . K. 

Macminan & Co., litd., 394, Bow Bazax Street. 
Kewmao Co, Ltd., Meseni. W. 

f ^ Cbr., Hesss. M. Uv 112,' Hacd^ 


^SADA^^WMsnager. te Grtfeteeat tete 
Dcq^ and Meoord olSee. 

ir«.ai ^ffa-llimfcy.<X.«,Caaai^ 

*Piia Mali- 

Maihotza & Oo., lEeesrfl. V. B*, Boat Bo« Ho. S4*. 
MMtva Book tep, AjsarfeaB Street. 
t^nya Sriabaa AnarSaH 


tTotverte 

LtALIBOBfr-L»a^ 


SttpedatiedeB*,f,«^ 

\ si<te ’ ‘ / ■ / ,; ,’ 

HAGPUB^ttparinterite OoTt Ptlnti&g, Ctentes 


San»u: & Sons, Mjsses. M. 0., IS, Ooflege Sqnwe. 
fiarKmr As Som, Ltd., MeSscs. S. O., Cifdlfige 

Square. 

Thadter, Spink & Co. {im% Ltd. 

Wheeler is Co^ Messrs. A. H, 

Oiteaa Secretariat. 

llaUa (I "Sroe.i^'^KE^ £ Morfgatd. 

OxfciXd Book andSiw.tl9fl«r7,Co. 

Yonog MkD & Ca (Bfgd>), Eg«<rtoa Bond. 

DEVG.tU BABlA-^^mtt Mt. V, G,, News Agents (via 

Piplod), ' , 

' DCMDGMil\AYr.--BeiigM!l?l 9 ?RifClii^^ . 

, IBBOZEtUlL— Madiish bodk^Desxit. * " 

^ OW AU Q'iL—Jiin ^ te.; MeBm,' A Sqi^ ^OAd . 

' HYDBH.^BAD CD!Gl\'AlS:}^HS^teral^d‘^te ' 

; ClMulejghaL' , '•>'' -’V 

. X’.^ACBX— . 

AacoSwrlea. ’ - ' *'’ .*, 

• AWted 'SoQ^BtaB.' , ' ’. ■ < '* 


NEW DJatHl— 

Bhawoani & Sons. ' m ' , , 

Delhi and U. P. Plying Club, Ltd.* 

Jaina & Bicss., Messrs. If. M., COanftUgbt PUna. 
Ba me Rh Book Depot & Stationery Hiwffe, ConnougjWb 
Plato. 

Saraawati ^ook Depot, 15, Lady Hardlaga Bond. 
PATKA— Bupcrinteadim^ Qovenmjdnt Printing, Blha 
P. O, Golaarbagb. 

PATNi caTS^'-Bo^Inmatir Praskd ^ Sgaui* 
?B8ip.W436t-7 
BrttJsdkWtiotey ' 

Landon Bck^ Oo.^ CEbCUeu)! Arba!) Boail. 
lNwg»r,0OTtPri8te 
PBSHA'WABOANPT/-Pte CawyiMtej^ 
lebpm^ 

I'Bbeskteidob; , '':s ' 




'iiina’ttA—S'taMftrd 
BAJKQT—Mohanlai DwBvbtei Shall. 
UANGOON—Dunua Book avb, Ltd: , 
RAWALPINDI— Bky &'iSonji.'tte«»s'J'!|i K & ^ 

Edwaidea TBUSad, , ^ ; 

SW TT.1 ■ hwn£.SniPBriida!e^b]^''^l£^ nea 

BIALKOT CAJEM:.-^odoBn;3J6^^ 

'9o.r. BookaeillHi ; 

■ - - -- inaswami Co., Mte 

'T]Efci;vANB|''*73Sl^te^^^ ReBoart, afal&acL 
VELLOAl^VezCkteiibb^A, Mjh A^ Law Bookaeter 


FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT 


1, 


FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT. 

By G. Yazdam. 

Tlie late Mr. Sultan Ali Faruqi, Superintendent of Bidar Monuments, wliose untimely 
deatli lias caused a great loss to the Archaeological Department of Hyderabad State, sent 
me inked rubbings of five inscriptions for decipherment last year. One of these belongs 
to the reign of All Barid, the third ruler of the dynasty, whose administration lasted from 
1542 to 1579 A.D. and who was the first to assume the title of king. The inscription 
is carved on the masonry of a sluice of the Kamthana tank, which was the chief source 
of the supply water to Bidar City during its palmy days. The inscription is a Idiid 
of warning against the overflow of the water of the tank, which might have caused a breach 
in the embankment. The sluice on which the inscription is carved was apparently constructed 
to discharge the surplus watgr and thus to minimise the danger of a breach. The inscription 
mentions the name of A‘zam Mansur Rhan as the builder of the embankment, but as the 
names of the dignitaries of Barid Shahi Court are not preserved in any contemporary 
record the name of Mansur Khan is not known to the historian. 

The language of the inscription is Marathi and its text has been deciphered for me 
by Mr. R. M. Joshi, M.A., who has succeeded Mr. Sultan ‘AH Faruqi as Superintendent 
of Bidar Monuments. 


TEXT 
Plate 1(a) 

1 ^aBT ^ 

2 ST ftm sTTfT^ 

3 5TT% Tiffi rf^ 'ff 

VI 

A Mm ^ 5T ^ TTi? Tfftw ^ 

5 5f ^ W 

6 f?WT ^ 

TRANSLITERATION 

1 Chanda Kola karitan honjacha tunaba nukasana ja 

2 La hota Hajarata Barida Sha Hane Ajama-mana Sura Khan 

3 Nache hi-tin tumba bUndhavila pMi uchalun neta,n hau 

4 Jas majarata ahe aise na karane make Moharam sa 
6 Na saba samanin suhuru sana tisa sabaina va 

6 Tisi» meya 

TRANSLATION 

The bund of the reservoir built for the accumulation of water lyas damaged. 

It wna constructed by Hadrat Band ghali through A^zam Mansur ©an. If water is 
carried over the bund, there is likelihood of its being damaged. None should do so* 
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The month of Muharram' in the year 87 (Hijri) corresponding with ^aMr Smi 979 

(1579 A.D.). . i 4. u u ■ 

Another of these five inscriptions contains the name of 'Ali Barid, but here he is 

probably the second king of this name, who ruled from 1010 to 1018 H., for the date 
,^dven at the end of the inscription is Shahur San 1001 which corresponds with 1010 H. 
The inscription is carved on a tablet which was found ii} clearing the debris from 
one of the old gateways of the Bidar Fort, which was originally styled the Sukla Tiratha 
Gate. The inscriptional tablet is now preserved in the Archaeological Museum of the Bidar 
Fort. The tablet measures 1 ft. 4 in. by 10 in. 

The inscription consists of five hnes and the language is Marathi. The test has l;)eeii 
deciphered by Mr. E. M. Joshi. 

TEXT 
Plate 1(b) 

5 ^ WK 

^ fit 

8 ^ ^ WTl 
X ^ 

TRANSLITERATION 

1 Pada Kot§, najadika darawltj^, Sukala tiratka, 

2 Mra kirdi Msima Banda Syaka padile 

3 Hote bWaja vo karakirdi Hajarata 

4 Ali Barida Syat B^ndMle hawale 

5 NarsorUma sukura sana Ikade Alafa 

TRANSLATION 

1 Tke ’Sukla Tirtka Gate, in tke vicinity of Padakota, 

2 Collapsed during tke reign of Qasim Barid §kak 

3 Later on in tke reign of Hadrat 

4 ‘All Band ^ak tke same was reconstructed under tke ckarge of 

5 Naisoram in tke Shahur San 1001 (1601 A.D.). 

Tke tkird and fourtk inscriptions of tkis set are from a well at AaJjtur wkick waa 
built by a royal officer named Jagapat Rao during tke reign of Mirza Wali Amir Barid 
in 1018 H. Tke well is of considerable dimensions and it kas steps of masonry wkick 
has been finely dressed. Tke name of Mirza Wali Amir Barid as tke eighth ruler of 
tke dynasty is also mentioned by Pirisita,i but Haig in the Cambridge History of 
India (Vol. Ill, p. 709) kas given ‘Ali Barid gfeak as tke title of tke eighth king. 
The source of Haig’s information is not known, but tke name of tke eighth Baridi 
king who mled from 1018 H. is also given by tke author of Basatmu-s-SalMn^ and 

1 ?irirfta, Peraiaii text (Bombay lithograph), Vol. H, pp. 34849. ^ 

IBosopw, Hyderabad lithograph, p273. 
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it is- Mirza Wali Amir Barld, tke same as given by Firisbita and mentioned in these 
two inscriptions. 

One of these two epigraphs is in Persian and the other in Marathi. The Persian 
record consists of a single line which is written in ^idth characters of a beautiful 
type. I have deciphered the text as follows:— 

Plate 11(a) 

^3 dillaLw ii)} j^] 

© I ♦ I 

TRANSLATION 

The builder of this well, during the reign of His Majesty with Solomon’s glory, 
Amirza Wali Amir Barid i^ah, may God perpetuate his sovereignty, was the servant 
of the state, Jagat Rao, the son of Banehalikhandu. In the year 1018 H. (1609 A.D.). 

The Marathi record has been deciphered by Mr. R. M. Joshi, M.A., whose reading 
of the text is given below — 

TEXT 
Plate 11(b) 


1 ^ 

2 ^ 3irf 

3 WW ftrlt 

4 ^ 3tITlTf% t n ^ sqi-l) 

5 5IRT SRTjfa m ^ 

6 'lift 

7 ^ ^ ^raBtR 

8 ?ITf% tfel 9| 

% W i 

TRANSLITEBATION 

1 Aja Salatanata Sulatana aha 

2 Mada Shaha Bahamani bajada Humayuna 

3 Akarama Barida Shaha athavin pidhi 

4 Amir Barida ^ahachi pada §haM 
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5 Yaclia farjaiida Jagapatirao Doiilati vi 

6 Hirl barinvi cliouras bandiiavili 

7 Ase Shiiliiira Sana asbar alafa 

8 Yacliiliinda\d berija 1010 ’Sa 

9 Ke 1531 Sarny a nama Sanvatsara 

TBANSLATION 

Billing tlie period of tbe reign of the dynasty of Ahmad Shah Baihmani, after 
whom there was Hnmayun Ahram Band Shah, and in the eighth generation there was 
Amir Barld, his son^ Jagapatl Rao Daulati constructed a well with steps, the phahur year 
was alaf totalHng 1010, the Saka year is 1531 cyclic year Samya (Saumya). 

The fifth inscription of the set is from a mosque at Gornalli,^ a village^ some three 
miles off Bidar. This inscription also mentions the name of Amir Barld bhah as the 
reigning king in 1019 H., thus confirming the information contained in the two epigraphs 
of the well at Aditur, The style of writing is ’Multh of an elegant type and the 
inscription consists of four lines, each arranged in a panel. The upper two panels 
contain the BismiUah and the Islamic creed, while the lower two contain a record 
mentioning the building of a mosque by Bostan in 1019 PI.5 during the reign 

of Amir Band Shah II. 

I have decijiheied the text as follows — 

Plate 11(c) 


iSl ^1 sJ] ^ 

j ♦ I dXuu ^ 

( S 


TRANSLATION 

In the name of God the Merciful and Compassionate ! 

“ There is no god but God and Muhammad is the apostle of God.^’ 

This mosque was built during the sovereignty of Amir Band J^ah II, and the 
builder of this mosque was ]^vaja Bostan in 1019 H. (1610 A.D.). 


1 The Marathi record is only a version of the Persian text, but the translator has committed 
a serious bhmder by mentioning Jagapati Bao as the son of King Amir Barid. In the Persian text 
the name of dagapati Kao's father is mentioned as Banchali Khandu, which seems to he correct. 

* Ibe mosqne at GornaBi is a small building, consisting of a single room with three arched 
orenicgs towards the East. 
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INSCRIPTION OF SULTAN BALBAN FROM BA YANA, BHARATPUR STATE. 

By G. Yazdani. 

In January, 1939, Dr. N. P, Chakravarti, Government EpigrapWst for India, kindly sent 
me the inked rubbing of an inscription, now preserved in the Sanskrit School, attached to the 
temple of Goculchandramaji at Kaman, Bharatpur State. The inscriptional tablet^ is stated 
to have come out of a well in the neighbourhood when it was re-excavated by the Goswanii 
Ballabhacharya, the family preceptor of the rajas of Bharatpur and the custodian of Gocul- 
chandramajfs temple. The inscription is in Persian prose and consists of ten lines. The 
script is Naskh of a heavy style, such as was in vogue in India in the 13th century A.D. 
during the rule of the early Sultans of Delhi. 

The inscription records the clearance and re-digging of a well during the reign of Ghiya- 
thii’d-Din Balkan and the governorship of Nusrat Khan, the fief-holder of Bayana. The 
name of Nusrat Khan is not mentioned among the dignitaries of Balban’s court in contem- 
porary histories, but it occurs in the chronicles of 'Alau’d-Din Khaljl’s reign as that of his 
minister.- The fief of Bayana owing to its vicinity to Delhi was a special prize awarded 
to those nobles only who had rendered most loyal service .to the king. The fact mentioned 
in the inscription that Nusrat Khan held the fief of Bayana shows that he was one of the 
distinguished nobles during the reign of Balban as well. 

The inscriptional tablet on its back bears a Sanskrit inscription which is being deci- 
phered by Dr. N. P. Chakra varti and will be published in the Epigraphia Indica in due 
course. I have deciphered the Persian text as follows : — 


Plate ni(a) 

I ^ 

idjf JLj ( ^ ) ^ 1; • . , * , iU. 




^ 


jlnj ijiy" 

"‘in 


^Ujb 

aU G iuUAw j 



1 Cb 


sLvwfcjLj 

^JLc ( <; 


dSLo 



4iit 



qjA.J| 

^ < — fu® 



) 


3- The inscriptional tablet measures 3 ft. by 1 ft. 9 in. 

® Tanl^‘i~Ftroz by Z. Barnl (Bibl. Ind.), p. 240. 

s In the later writings, particularly in the legends on coins, instead of the word 

has been used* 
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!o.«t 

uo 

sits 







j! ® 



• • • 


.a # • • 




TRANSLATION 

In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate ! 

The clearance of the well which was built one hundred and fifty years ago, and 

aftemards during the regime of Muhammad Hajl (?) was choked, and filled up with stones 
and the people sufiered thereby, commenced on the first of the auspicious month of 
Eamldan in the year 669 H. (Monday, 15th June, 1271 A.D.) and was completed by the 

and of the same month. During the reign of the lord of the world, the king of mankind, 
Ghiyathu’d-Dunya wad-Din (the refuge of the faith and state), the shadow of ^ m all the 
worlds, may God perpetuate his kingdom, and during the regime of the exalted lhan, the 
Malik (Prince) of tlie Maliks of the Bast, Nusrat :^an, the fief-holder of Bayana, may God 
preserve his dignity and prostrate his enemies, through the effort of the humble servant, 

Ibrahim Abu Bakr Nau^yrwan preserve Writteu on the 

above date. God is the best Knower. End. 


INSCRIPTION OF ®IYATHU’D-DlN TU(2JLUQ FROM ASRAWA IQJURD NEAR 

ALLAHABAD. 

By G. Yazdani. 

An inked rubbing of this inscription was kindly sent to me for decipherment by Dr. 
K. A. A. Ansari, Assistant Engineer, Northern Circle, who also sent me a note on the 
epigraph which had been compiled by Maulavi Ashraf Husain Sahib. According to the 
Maulavi Sahib’s note the inscriptional tablet is lying near a plastered tomb at Asrawa 
ghurd, a village some ten miles from Allahabad. The tomb is locally known as the maqbara 
(sepulchre) of Sipah Salar-i-A‘zam ‘Abdu’l-Latif Sa'id. The inscription does not contain the 
name of this Sipah Salar and apparently it has no connection with the tomb by which it is 
lying, and belongs to some other monument, which may have been a religious or secular 
building. 

The inscriptional tablet is of Chunar stone and it measures 5 ft. by 1 ft. 6 in. The 
epigraph is carved in relief, but as the tablet was used for some time by washermen the 
letters have crumbled away in several places. The script is NasM of an early type and 
the inscription contains certain phrases and titles which are usually found in the inscriptions 
of the early Sultans of Delhi. The language of the inscription is Arabic and it consists of 
three lines. 

In the msciiption the name of Ghiyathu’d-Din Tughluq is mentioned and as he ruled 
from 720 to 725 H. the date 721 H. given at the end of the inscription falls within his 
reign. The inscription also contains the name of the court noble, I^tiyaru’d-Dln, In the 
list of dignitaries given by Barni, there are two nobles of this title during the reig^ of 




Scale *2 


) Inscription of Ghiyathu’d-Din Tughluq from Asrawa Khnrd, AUahabad. 
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"'Alau’d-Din Khalji wiio ruled up to 715 H.^ Their names are Ifchtiyaru’d-Din Etagm and 
I^tiyaru’d-Din Afghan. As the clan name Afghan also occurs in the inscription it may be 
surmised that the noble referred to in the inscription is I^tiy to’d-Din Afghan, who may have 
enjoyed the patronage of the kings of Delhi until 721 H., the date of the inscription. 

Maulavi Ashraf Husain Sahib had deciphered the text almost correctly and I have 
altered his reading only in three places. The text as read by me is given below: — 

Plate Ill(b) 

[ <^! ; ] ^ 0 ) 

ijUil . . . . , j [ ] I [ f ] ^ ^^1 u.«ixU (f ) 

© ^ p-sn.^1 (r) 

TRANSLATION 

During the reign of the great Ghiyathu’d-Dunya wad-Dln AbuT Mu^affar 

Tughluq Shah, the Sultan, the master of benefaction and felicity, the pride of nobles, I^ti- 

yaru’d-Daula wa’d-Dm Af gh an. This was recorded on the 1st of Muharram, 721 H. 

(31st January, 1321 A.D.). 


THREE PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF ALLAH YARDi KHAN TURKMAN FROM 
THE ANCIENT HILL FORTS IN THE NASIK DISTRICT. 

By Q. M. Moneer, B.A,, F.L.A. (London), Superintendent, Archaeological Survey, 

Western Circle, Poona. 

The three inscriptions which are reproduced and reviewed at the end of this paper are 
engraved on rocks in the Satmala ranges^ on which are erected the ancient forts of Indra’P, 
Chandor^ and DhSdap®. The Satmala hills ranging from west to east are now mostly comprised 
within the present boundaries of the Nasik District of the Bombay Presidency. This range, 
in combination with the main Western Ghats or the Sahyadri range, to which it runs at 
right angles, formed the northern and western borders respectively of the Ahmadnagar kingdom 
of the Nizam Shahi dynasty, which flourished from 1499 A.D. to 1630 A.D. To defend 
their territory against the encroachments of neighbouring states, the Nizam Siahi kings 
would appear to have erected and fortified a large number of hill forts at different strategic 

^ Tankh-i-Firoz (Bibl. Ind.), p. 241. 

^ This rang© is variously known as the Satmala, Chandor or Ajanta range, the first being the preferable 
name. 

^ In north latitude 23° 22', east longitude 74° 13', and 4,495 feet above sea level. ThehiH fort at this place is 
4 miles north-west of Chandor town on the Raura Pass and its inscription is carved on the faoe of the rock to 
right proper of the uppermost entrance of the hill fort at Indra’i in the Chandor taluka of Nasik District. 

4 In north latitude 20° 20', east longitude 74° 15', and 3,994 feet above sea level The hill fort of Chandor is 
about 40 miles north-east of Nasik town, on the main road from Bombay to Agra and its inscription is carved 
on the rock facing Chandor town. 

6 In north latitude 20° 23', east longitude 74° 2' and 3,798 feet above sea level The hill fort is 15 mil^ 
north-west of Chandor town and its inscription is carved on the face of the rock to left proper of its iimer gateway. 
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poiats oa the hill tops and along the passes of their northern border'. The strategic and defensive 
line of these forts was never so severely put to the test ^hen the Iangs_ and regents of 

Ahmadnagar had to defend their realm against the aggression of the Mugli.il tiiipcn;.., f.oin the 

The emperor Akbar was the first of this line to invade the Nizam bdi.ahl kingdom, in 1591 

i D and although he conquered Khandesh and made the Nizam t^iahl regent- recognize his 
suzerainty (1596 A.D.l, his son Jahangir (1606-1627 A.D.) somewl.at litfully", and liis 
grandson Shah Jahan (1627-1657 A.D.) with desperate determination, continucMl to encroach 
upon the independence of Ahmadnagar kingdom till it was wholly annexed to ilie Mughal 
Empire in 1632 A.D. Jahan’s viceroy of the Deccan, Mahabat Khan, Khan Kljanan, 
besieged the Ahmadnagar regent, General Fath Khan, the son of tlie f<u nous Malik Mriibar, 
in the fortress of Daulatabad (Deogiri) in 1631 A.D. More by bribery perhaiis than fiy tjravi.ay, 
the former succeeded in compelling the latter not only to siirretKl(3r himself Init also his ward, 
the minor King Husain Nizam ghahh While Fath lOian was rewa,rd(nl for his abject 

surrender by the bestowal upon him of many a royal favour, his unlucky young sovmadgu was 

imprisoned for life in the Gwalior forth It was this betrayal that for the first lime, in 
their history brought the Marathas into direct conflict with the Imperial Mu'^haJ army, A Mata- 
t ha nobleman Eaj a Shahji Bhonsie, the father of the more famous Shivajl, the founder of the 
Maratha Empire, taking his stand on the strong position of his clansmen in tin.* a,reas ('omni’isrd 
in and adjoining the Ahmadnagar territory, and with the tacit support of tlio Sultans of ( h)l- 
conda and Bijapur stepped into the affairs of Nizam Shahi kingdom to |)revent its annexation 
by the Mughals. Assuming the role of regent, l^hahji set up another srdon of Nizam Siolhi 
dynasty as the Sultan and organised the defences of the kingdom with a vienv to rosist unid 
harass the army of occupation^ As part of the defensive measures adoptcMi by liirn, Shfi hji 
had many important hill forts in the Satmala and SahyadrI ranges garrisomai hy his rnmi. 
whose guerilla raids seriously hampered the movements of the Muglial army in the Alimailnauar 
territory®. To crush this menace, Shah Jahan despatched strong reinforcements with inst ruc- 
tions to overpower ShahjI’s resistance by operating against him from three diflermit points. 
A force of 20,000 strong under Khan Dauran was posted at Nander to prevent any ,su[>pli(!s 
reaching a ah ji from the side of Golconda. Another contingent of 20,000 wa,.s plaeeii umlcr 
Shan Zaman with orders to pillage the home-lands of .^ahjl in the Poona District to the 
south and south-west of Ahmadnagar territory. The third detachment comprising 8,(I0() tnon was 
entrusted to Shahsta Ehan for dislodging the hostile garrisons from the regions of Tri!n}>iik, 
Junnar, Nasik and Sangamner.® From his force, Sfea’ista Khan was required also to detail 2, ODD 
men under the two officers named Allah Yard! Khan and Yakka Taz Kban, to reduce the hill forts 
in the Satmlla and SahyadrI ranges^®. 

The hill forts of Indra I, Chandor and Dhodap on or near which respectively, the three in- 
scriptions reproduced below are pieserved, were among many others which ar e named in thmTi a.q 

* / this boiler by local 

to hare been left practically ^dependent during the period of Ni^.atu Shahi ascendancy over Ahraadna.-n.-l-i,,.., t,'L 
vide Nosik District Gazetteer, p. 187, footnote 1. ^ Aliraadnagai K in:-, lorn, 

s Tarim-i-Mrishta (Brigg's translation), Vdl. II, pp, 265, 269, 270 and 273. 

® Jqhalt Nafna4^JaM1^g^rl (B>ihl. Ind.), pp. 6T 90 91 

2 , p"m. S' 

•I6i<i.,pp.l36-37. pp. 138-39. 

Jbid,t p. 139. 


® Ibid,, Vol. I, Part I, pp. 540-41;. 
* Ibid:, pp. 138-39. 
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taving been conquered also by Allah Yard! Khan in these rangesb These inscriptions do not 
tell us the ohronological sequence of the conquest of each of these forts, but it is abundantly 
clear from the inscriptions that so far as the hill forts of Chandor, Indrah" and Dhodap are 
concerned, they fell to siege in the order in which their respective records are examined 
in this paper. As their texts will bear out, these inscriptions were inscribed in the name of and 
very probably at the instance of Allah Yard! Khan himself. He claims in them the credit of 
having conquered not only the forts on which they are carved, but thirteen other forts in the 
same area which are mentioned by name in two of the inscriptions examined below. 

The Allah Yardi Khan Turkman of these inscriptions claimed descent from the famous 
Saljuqi sovereign, Sultan Sanjar (1086—1157 A.D.) of Central Asia. He came to India during 
the latter part of the reign of Emperor Jahangir (1606—1627 A.D.). Through his brother, 
Mu^hlis Khan, who was already in service as the companion to Prince Parviz, AlLih Yardi was 
presented at the royal court. Being a good sportsman and the inventor of a unique hunting 
deduce called TurkalanP, he soon won the favour of Jahangir who appointed him as Qarawal 
Begi, or Superintendent of hunting excursions, in 1626 A.D. At the very start of the reign of 
Shah Jahan in 1627 A.D. Allah Yardi Khan was admitted to the rank of the nobles of the 
court and was attached to Mahabat Khan, Khan Khanan, for active service in the field. He 
displayed great valour at the siege of the fort of Parenda on the southern border of the x4hmadnagar 
kingdom and later under Sha’ista Khan won signal laurels in capturing a large number of hill 
forts which are mentioned in the inscriptions studied below. After these achievements in 
1636 A.D., Allah Yardi Khan was appointed in succession as the Warden of Lucknow, Muttra and 
of the Imperial capital, Delhi. In 1653 A.D. he accompanied Dara Shukoh in the expedition sent 
by Shah Jahan for retaking Qandhar from the Kingof Persia. His behaviour during this expedi- 
tion having been adversely reported on, Shah Jahan deprived him of his title and rank, but in 
view of his past services assigned him the revenues of the paragana of Sliankarpur as pension. 
After a short interval, however, he was re-employed and appointed to the charge of Elichpur, 
from which post he was raised to the governorship of the province of Berar. He was again involved 
in a misunderstanding which led to his recall and confinement in his own house in the capitali 
On the recommendation of one of the princes royal, he was sent to Jaunpur as its administrator 
and was later appointed governor of the province of Bihar. About this time, J^ah iShuja', the 
second son of J^iah Jahan and Governor of Bengal, advanced from his province to 
march on Delhi,, to take part in the fratricidal war which was occasioned by the news of the 
aexious illness of Siah Jahan, Allah Yardi, unwilling to oppose the advance of the prince 
through his area, retired to Benares where, however, ii^iah @huja‘ succeeded in persuading him 
to join his cause in the impending struggle. When the prince set out from Benares, Allah 
Yardi Khan changed his mind and with ail his adherents returned to Benares and shut himself 
up in his house. Shah Shuja^ too returned and by false means got hold of Allah Yardi and one 
of his sons by name Saifullah, and after parading them on elephant back through the city, put 
both of them to death (1657 A,D.).^ 

Plate IV(a) 

Inscription on the rock of the hill fort at Chandor, facing the town of Chandor in the taluka 
of the same name in the Nasik District. The original size of the inscription is 3 f+. 4 in. by 2 ft. 
in. ^ ‘ ' 

^ Bad$Jkdh Nama of MuUa ‘AbdH’l Ijamld Lahoii, {Bibl. lad.), Vol. I, Part 2, pp. 146-48. 

* The device ‘Turkalani’ consisted of a series of strong nets, the weight of eighty eamel-loads, ten thousand 

royal yards long and six broad. It was pitched like a tent with strong poler, so that once a wild animal wm 
eanght m the same, it could not break through the meshes. „ 

* Ma^aihi^^Ml^Umird YoLf, pp. 207-215. 
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TEXT 

aJ| 

I «(»£> aLm (Jjj^ 

«N 

dSjM 

" JsIam ^.*13 

J-^ 

TRANSLATION 
Allah is Great. 

(1) On the twelfth of Shawwal 1045 H., (20th March, 1636 A.D.) 

(2) coiresponding to the first of the month of Farwardln, in the (regnal) year nine, 

(3) this fort along with other forts which 

(4) are (mentioned) in the Anjra'i fort (inscription), ^ah Jahan 

(5) were conquered by Allah Vardi Khan Turkman. 

Making due allowance for the gaps in the text above, its meaning and purpose are sufficientl} 
clear. Whereas this inscription gives the 12th of l:^awwal, 1045 H., as the date of the fall 
of Chandor fort, the court chronicles of Siah JahSn assign the 16th of the Biime moiith of the 
same year as the date of the falld 

Plate IV(b) 

Inscription engraved on the face of the rock to the right proper of the uppermost enirunco 
of the hill fort at indralinthe Chandor taluka of Nasik District. The original size oi the 
inscription is 4 ft. 2 in. by 2 ft, 9 in. 


TEXT 


«JU| 


ftU) 




I 8 J|,-£ gt/. 

(J,^ J aU »U 

JUSb J vUjr/. 

^ *1^ \jtj iDp 




. ‘Abdtt’l.eamId-Lahorl,OBibl.Ind.). Vol. I. Part 2 t, 14 fi 

tooni«.ae 13 ob«T more auttoic tto that giveh,m,the 


The iat© In th# 



Plate V 


{a) Inscription on a rock at the Dhodap Fort, Nasik District. 


• '• 



Scale *071 


(&) Inscription on the Jami' Masjid at Champaner. 
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sl/OjjO l|j) |4iw| $S &jJiJ 

A5tij (jjtJjJ U1p>aL*» 

(ijtl? ^2 ^Lo <)jtX j & 3tlj 

^vJkwo!^ SjJS daJjj ^;jtJ3 


nnT>A-vrc!T atitj^ivt 


AUaK is Great. 

AIM Allah Allah 

(1) On the sixteenth of the month of H. (March 24, 1636 A.D.) correspond^ 

ing to the fifth 

(2) of the month of Farwardin (of the) Ilahi (regnal) year 9, through the favour and dispensa- 

tion of 

(3) Muhammad the Apostle and under the prosperous shadow of ^ihabu’d-Din Muhammad, 

(4) the Second Lord of the Happy conjunction, Shah Jahan the gallant king ; the humblest 

(5) of (his) slaves Allah Vardi Khan Turkman (conquered) this fort (Indrah) with some 

(6) other forts, the names of which are written, in the course of two months. 

(7) The Chandor fort, the E-ajdhair fort, 

(8) the Kolair (Koledhair) fort, the Kaniina and Mandina forts, the Raula and Jaula 

(now known as Eaulya and Jaulya) forts, the Markanda fort, 

(9) the Kanheia fort, the Ahivant fort, the Anohlagar (also called Achalgarh) fort and the 

Eamsej fort. 

As the above text is engraved on the rock of the hill fort of Indra'!, the date 16th Shawwal, 
1045 H. mentioned in it, obviously relates to the conquest of that particular fort, which we are 
told in another place, surrendered on the 19th Shawwal of the same year.’^ Allah Vardi 
Khan’s claim of having taken among other forts, the hill fort of Banosej as well, is not Imrne 
out by his Chief Commander/ ^i’ista ^an, who in his despatch received by ® ah jahin on the 
fifth of ^awwal gives the credit of conquering this fort to another ofdcer, named Atemad 
Myazl.® 

Plate V(a} 

The inscription is engraved on the face of the rock to the left side of the inner gateway of the 
hill fort at Dhodap in the Kalvan taluka of the Nasik District. The original size of the inscription 
is 5 ft. 9 in. by 3 ft. 5 in. 


TEXT 

jy<] jJJl 

diJt dif 

^ 1 ♦ dvw 

BadshaJb Barm of MuUa ‘Abdu’l-Pamid liihon, (Bibl. Ind.), Vol. 1, Part 2, p, 146. For aatbeEticity 
the date in the tesoiaption is to be preferred to that given hy MuUa Abdul-^amid Labor!. 
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* • • • • « • » 

^ iL^otj <tyw ^ 

iuIj viiU^ i^lA aGj 

u^j*i !>::-->*■! l^y jt«,l sf i*Jj (j 

i*lj>^^<xiU (i»l5 jAAL, ^jlLo »(.<« jt^ 
ii^iU a*I 5 4*Jj » jjJjf *05 ixJ3 

s<ii^t/c 4*J5 iJ^ ixJ'i iJyak djtlj JyjAl' 4*13 
(Uls yil:^| AjJS I 4>jy;| (Uii 


translation 

Allat is Great. 

AUah .,... 

■ I046H. (J„„..2i., If, .Hi A.D.) »,rl 

® °' '"*“■> “■ “■»“*'■ «“ «■- "y 

!S ^ 1 ; the humblest of the siaves 
m AUah Vardi Khau Turkman, this fort of Dhodap ' 

7 along with fourteen forts the names of which are .... . durimr 

S ^’'«f‘>rt°fChandor,thefortofIndrt? 

' K.l.ir(K.WW4 th. lo« K,andin«, the fort ., 

(«y» 01 EauU« (E.ul,.,, itefort 

M It dMj on the hill fort of DhotUp, its ptin^ ' “““JP*'™ ““ dotiht that occiimiig 

that particular fort by Allah Tardf mian wbif record the date of coiuiui-^t of 

^th fourteen other forts in the couiseTf four ionZ T^ “ taken this fort 

if It included the Dhodap fort as well for tbio T ^ fourteen would be correct 

tmrteen forts besides that of Dhodap. k thi^p »»“ie8 of only 

those givenmtheindrri fort inscion'j^^ mentioned above are identical with 

■““;?^t“ i^Ption.l«l tatat!rt, “<« tUtteen fort,, 

month of ^awwal of the year 1045 H. Itthusannear ™ 

fonrmonth ■*» ^s sth™, prpridsd . fc, Dhodap fort, whioh fp, 
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In the above inscription too, Allah Vardi ^an repeats his claim of having conquered the 
fort of Eamsej^ along with other forts, but what Sha’ista Khan, the Chief Commander of 
the expedition against the hill forts in question, had to saj about this particular fort has 
already been mentioned above. 

On the whole the interest of these three records would appear to lie in the fact that barring 
a few minor variations, the details embodied in them are faithfully corroborated by the relevant 
contemporary chronicles of the reign of ^ah Jahan, which were being registered at a great 
distance from the scene of the occurrences mentioned in these inscriptions. 


A PEESIAN lESCEIPTION FEOM THE JiMP MASJID AT CHAMPANEE. 

By Q. M. Moneeu, B.A., F.L.A. (London), Superintendent, Archaeological Survey, 

Western Circle, Poona. 


Now a single street of mean huts, Champaner (North latitude 20° 30' and East longi* 
tude 70° 30') in the Halol taliiqa of the Panch Mahals district of the Bombay Presidency, 
was one of the two most important cities in the whole of Gujarat between 1485 and 1535 
A.D. during which period it rose to be the second capital of the independent Sultans of 
Gujarat.^ 

From 1300 A.D. till its conquest in 1484 A.D. by Sultan Mahmud Begra (1458-1511 
A.D.), the sixth king of Gujarat in the Ahmad Shahi line, Champaner with its adjoining hill 
fortress of Pawagadh was the seat of a djmasty of Ohohan Eajput chiefs, of whom the 
first to establish his rule at this place came into Gujarat from Eanthamhore in Mewar 
as the result of the invasion of the latter country by the second Kljalji Sultan of Delhi, 'Alau’d- 
Din (1296-1316 A.D.) in 1299 A.D.® In 1418 A.D. the first really independent Sultan of Gujarat, 
Ahmad Shah I (1411-1442 A.D.), attacked the Ohohan Eaval of Champaner in the capital of 
the latter, but retired with rich plunder and the promise of an annual tribute.^ Ahmad Shah 
I s son Ind successor, Sultan Muhammad SJiah I (1442-1451 A.D.), also led an expedition 
against Champaner in 1450 A.D., but on the arrival of the army of Sul^n Mahmud Khalji 
of Malwa (1436-1469 A.D.) to the help of the Eaval of this place, the Gujarat Sultan beat 
a hasty retreat to his capital.^ About a quarter of a century later, in 1473 A.D., Sultan 
Mahmud Begra plundered the country around Champaner and returned to his capital without 
annexing any part of it.« Nine years later, in 1482 A.D., during the reign of Mahmud 
Begra again, one of his officers, by name Malik Sudha, led an incursion into the Champaner 
territory, but found more than a match in Eaval Jayasingh the reigning chief of the place, 
who defeated and killed the intruder. This retaiiation infuriated the Sultan into launching 


1 This is an isolated fort in the Sahyadri range and is conspicuous all the way from Nasik to the north. 
Other forts are all comprised within tlie Satmala range. 

2 Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. Ill, Kaixa and Panch Mahals, p. 305. 


3 Ibid. 

4 Finshta, Urdu translation, Nawal Kishore Press, Vol. II, p. 278. 


Arabic History of Gujarat) by HajI ad-Dablr, Arabic Text, edited by Sir E. Deaiaon 

Boss, Vol. I, pp. 21-22. 
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=========^=========^^ to meet the vast iavading 

a powerful attack on Champaner m 148 • • impregnable fortress of Pawagadh, 

ho'des in the open field, Retook hmself -^^^ 

wl..„ k, 0S».d very .tubto k 

In the course of this siege the Sultan s y uiosque in the town of Champaner, as 

order to hearten it, he started the cons rue i fort unconquered.“ At last 

an earnest of his determination no isoner and after a few months tortured to 

Pawagadh surrendered, its rukr ^ ^ Mahmud Begta had come to like Champaner 

death. During the protracted siege o Paw^ ^ make it his second capital. Here 
for its chmate ^ ^Mch he nam^^ f'^’^ther 

!: t “ a ~ under the designation of .Siaihr-i-Mukkarram’ or .he 

o'* 

sacred towB.’.^ 

j. 1 j +oiia nf +lip 'Dlfibii of tlic mosQBe wlucli lie begun to 
The scale of t^.ie ots decided in Z A.D. were greatly eiilar- 

co^truot even tLy-five yLs to complete the whole edifice, which under the 

" Go^en/of India is still in a very good state of proscrva- 

care it is receiving tbe finest in the whole of (.iuiurat/ Its 

tiou and arcluteotura y outh by 216 ft. from wtsst to oast, is 

ita OB tte B rti »d BOUtb ^d.B »d a lB.g« .Bd nobly oorvod OBO OB tho ca.,t fooBt 

C lyenW b 1«9 ft- « Ib- iB kBS*b >>y “ ft- “» «»'* !>•« 

- on «Toa of 45 ft bv 28 ft., being screened off by stone panels of beautiful tracery 

XrSr ft. B« of W.»l«pp.». Th. hBll is B™n«.d mto o »rio. ot tap ly ,om of 

wMok BBB.b.r os moBy ..o 176. Ths ftmo. of the taB hos olovoo domo. rost.,.g o» b. 
^ .f fnur each in the front and back and one of three domes in the middle. Ihe facade has 
Z mhed entrances, of which the central one is the loftiest and double the_ width of others. 
Tircentral entrance is flanked on either side by an exquisitely carved «i««r of six storeys, 
tl of which rises to a height of 100 ft. The four outer corners of the hall have each a 
W ft high turret carved up to the roof level, above which it is plain and somewhat ungainly 
^ appea^nce. The inner face of the back or west waU of the prayer chamber is recessed 
with gevcB prayer-niches called rmlrSbs or qiMShs? 


The central milrU. or prayer-niche of this mosque is somewhat more elaborately 
finished than the remaining six mihrabs, and it is this in which, according to Firi^ita, was 
instefled an exceedingly beautiful mimbar or pulpit. The same historian, writing of this 
pulpit and niche, quotes the foUowing qil‘a or stanza of three Persian couplets of a contem- 
wrary poet of whkh the last couplet conveys the date of the consecration of the pulpit in 
this niehe, through the numerical value of the letters making up the words ‘■Miutha mi 


1 Zafafu^l-wodih, yol. I, pp. 27-32. 

2 Qazdteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. Ill, Kaira and Pancli Mafials, p. 305* 

* ^fam^l-walih* Tol I, p. 31, 

* Fers^ufison’s Hkiory of Indian and Eastern Architecture, Vol. II, p. 242. 

2 Tor a detailed description of this mosqne see Muhammadan Architecture in Part II (Archaaologioftl 

Survey of India, Kew Imperial Series Reports, Vol. VI), pp. 41-43, 

* Urdu Nawal, Kiste^ Press, Vol. 11^ p* 307, 
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Persian conplds^ 

J »U (l) 

Jai^ ui-AL- Jl i-’j;®/* ^J^^. (f) 

^ ^ AiEio ^ (t") 

TRANSLATION 

(1) His Majesty the Siah of laudable recompense 

He (who is) the shield of kings and eherisher of religion ; 

(2) In front of the prayer-niche, out of reverence 
Erected a pulpit graceful and pleasant ; 

(3) The year of the date (of erection) of the pulpit and the niche 

Came to be recorded by (the words) Uutba m mimbar (sermon and pulpit). 

The total of the numerical values of the Persian letters making up the Arabic words of the 

chronogram ‘ Mutba wa mimbar’ mentioned in the second hemistich of the last couplet 
gives the year 914 of the Hijra era, corresponding to 1508-09 A.D^, when Ma^mu 
Be^a (1458-1511 A.D.) was still alive and powerful. The chronogram when yth due 

regard to its connection with the context of other couplets leaves no room for doubt that it 

reLs exclusively and pointedly to the date of erection of the pulpit and the niche only. By a 
strange irony Briggs, tL weE known translator of Tdrlkh-i-Firishta, has omitted to give a verba- 
tim toanslatfon of the couplets cited above, and has contented himself wibh f'l^sktuting a free 
and mistaken gist of its sense to the effect that the words of the o^ono^am 

were engravedTn the pulpit, and that the year 914 H. (1508-09 A.D.) acermng from them 
marked the date ofcthe completion of tie mosque as a whole.* By a sM stranger imny all 
modem writers who had occasion to write about or refer to the history of to mosque ^l^ve 
repeated the mistake made by Briggs have accep^^914 H. as the date of to 
of the mosque itseH.* These writers have gone further and . 

engraved with the chronogram mentioned above was originally set up above the cemral m^raft 

and that it has for long been missing from its place, and also that to two tabfeto 

the minor niiJraS directly to the left and right of to central one are msenbed with a verse 

from tike Qw' aw ..-t , /si i 

Lately, I utilized the occasion of my inspection of the Jami‘ Masjid at Champaner for 
scanning the texts of to so-caUed verses from the Qur’an on the two tablets mentioued above. 
The wefthered surface of these oblong tablets of stone adds not a httle to the difficulty of 


rrwMn ArchUedure in Gujarat, II of Meriim JMSa) 

p 42 MawMI, Qcrnhme Eidory of iTidm, VoL III (Ghapte Juaii. m . 

p. 42, Commissftriate, History of Gujarat, VoL I, p. ^2. 
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. • V • t.vMwMch are inscribed on them in most intricately intemceil letters of tbe 
^ciphering the concentration on these tablets, thotiKh ivitbout my Mly 

S: 1 . Sed worf. .M left me b no d-t .left while 1 he .« 

le tablet above tbe niche to tbe proper left of tbe central m nA represents indeed a tex 
fom tbe that on tbe other tablet above tbe niche to tbe proper r,,b of the central 

could not be a text from the Qur’an as has all these years hcmi kb! to lie the case. 

As tbe inscriptions on both tbe tablets are not in relief but arc mbud in black letters usb 
with tbe bufi surface of tbe plaque, I bad to content myself wi b a pho o.rnpluc copy of the 
inscription, tbe text of which I beUeved could not be a verse from the Qurau lius copy as 
reproduced in tbe plate attached to this article will show that tbe ms<-npt>.m it represents is 
arranged in two lines one above the other, while its text as trarmcrilKul below will make it 
quite clear that, comprising as it does four Persian couplets, it constitutes tile genuine dated 
epigraph commemorating tbe completion of tbe construction of this mosque, which came 
aLut in 924 H. (1524 A.D.) in tbe reign of Mahmud Begra’s son and successor Sultan 
Muzafiar Shah II (1511-1525 A.D.), full ten years later than tbe date (9M IL) hitherto 
accepted in consequence, on tbe one band of relying on Briggs’ distorted stiminary of the 
relevant portion of Firishta’s account, as pointed out above, and on the other of regarding 
both tbe extant tablets in this mosque as inscribed only with some verHca from tbe Qur’an, 
without any attempt being made to see what exactly they stood for. 


Hate V (b) 


.<UJ1 'S'Ali 

O) 

sU ijC ^ j 

Jl 


lb 








( 1 ) 


J ^ <bo| (p) 

yj: JUr jl (f) 
;W ^ I J ] (l*) 


TRANSLATION 

(1) laml* Masjid of sublime construction 

Came to be completed by tbe grace and help of Allah ; 

(2) Whereas tbe charter of its construction from tbe beginning 

Bore tbe superscription Whosoever buildotb for God 

(3) On account of its sublime height, its mihrab 
Looks like tbe crescent in tbe sky ; 

(4) Eine hundred and twenty ‘plus four 
Beckon from tbe Hijra of tbe Apostle of Allah, 


1 1 actaoTfledge my mdebtedness to Principal M. Shafi of the Oriental College, Lahore, for the kind help 
^en in dHaphering the text of this Inscription. 

... * 

® Refers to tKe well Jfadith of tlie Prophet ^ y ^ ^ 

meaning “ Whosoever hnildefch for God a place d worship bo it like a nest of a (a kind of bird) Goci 
buildeth for him a house in Paradise* 



TWO mSCRIPTIONS FROM SHBEPtJE, BOGRA DISTRICT, BENGAL 


17 


The date 924 H. (1524 A.D.) recorded in the last couplet above settles once and for all the 
date of the final completion of the Jami‘ Masjid at Champaner, while the year 914 H. hitherto 
accepted relates to the time of the installation of the pulpit in the central mihrab, which not 
improbably was set up earlier to allow of the religions service to be held as soon as possible, 
pending the completion of other parts of the building, which, judging from the inscription under 
notice took ten years more to complete after the pulpit was established in it, in 914 H, The 
pulpit, which must have been of extraordinary grace and elegance, is no more in its place, and 
may be assumed to have been removed by some vandal during the unsettled times that 
followed the disruption of Muslim sovereignty in these parts in 1727 A.D. 


TWO INSCRIPTIONS FROM SHERPUR, BOGRA DISTRICT, BENGAL. 

By Maxjlavi Shamsuddin Ahmad, M.A., Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

In April 1938, the late Mr. N. G. Majumdar, Superintendent, Archaeological Section, Indian 
Museum, was pleased to offer me an opportunity to visit the historical remains at Sharp ur and 
inspect two Persian inscriptions there, information about which was received by him some time 
ago. My visit to the place was of immense value by enabling me to study the records in 
the original with the aid of local conditions and environments. Babu Sailendranath Ghosh, 
Photographer of the Archaeological Survey, Eastern Circle, who accompanied me in the tour, 
kindly secured for me the estampages of the inscriptions and my thanks are due to him. 

One of the two inscriptions was noticed by Dr. Paul Horn in 1894^, but as his reading of 
the text and the translation are exceedingly faulty and doubtful, I venture to publish afresh 
in this paper both the epigraphs, the second one of which the Doctor expressed his inability to 
decipher.^ 

Sherpur, the place where the inscriptions have been found, is situated on the west hank of the 
liver Karatpya, at a distance of about 16 miles due south of Bogra, the headquarter town of the 
district and about a couple of miles from the present gherpur Municipality. It is mentioned 
by Abu’l-Fadl as Sherpur Murcha, to distinguish it from another town of the same name in 
Mymensingh district which is popularly known as Dashkahonia, and is identified with the pargana 
Mihman^ahi.® 

li^erpur being centrally situated in a northern district of Bengal, its importance was 
early felt by Sher Sfcah, who conceived the idea of turning it into a strong military post ; 
but the disturbance in the west and north-west parts of his realm called away his attention and 
the idea was left unrealised. During the transition period, when the province of Bengal was 
passing from the hands of the Bengal Sultans to the Mughals, it became the refuge of rebels 
and outlaws. The refractory zemindars and nobles of the surrounding districts made gherpur 
their rendezvous, wherefrom they would issue forth against the suzerain power at opportune 
moments and recede when hard pressed. The town grew gradually in importance and in suljse- 
quent times became the scene of a series of events some of which are enumerated below. 

In 1580 Akbar’s erroneous policy of promulgating his new faith, Dini-Ilahi and enforcing 
the Branding Regulation, coupled with his reducing by half the field service allowance of 
the army,^ created extreme discontent in the camp as well as among the masse^si. The 

1 EJ., Vol. 11, pp. 288-289. 

» Ibid,, p. 290. 

® Jarett, A’*m-i-Ahbun, p. 138. 

* Cambridge MMory of lndia> VoL IV, p. 125, 
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^ of the infatuated people 

situation ia Bengal and Bihar took a ^ state of affairs the Qaqalials, 

openly decided on rebellion. Taking a van ^ jewelled. MiVsum 10.1 iin Kabuli, a 

the Turk fief-holders of Ghoraghat in Bangui a , Qaqshas. He further 

former jaglrdar under Akbar, ® ^^ceupied the stronghold of tLhcrpilr. which place 
joined hands with other rebels w^ sfahbaz ©an, Lernor of Bengal, was drafted by Akbar to 
they made the centre of ^ 1 control. Pie accordingly arrived at 

suppress the rising and bring the defeat onMa'sumand his confederates, and 

.ir,«..b7.»pid «.»!, « . llrtle I-”* “"“‘'rl* 

dispersed them on the 26th November, 1583. / q,. 



SbahbaB Eban then beg^ to ^ ^ ^jovemente of the diapcracd rebels. 

his forces and local grandees ere, M rine-leader of the rebels, after their dispersal 

In the m^ntin. GWh^^ depredation in the diLcts 

nroceeded towards the north e» roMfe to htnoragnar, oauj- mg 

Eton bl way, and finally invested Ghoraghat. Babu’i Mankah, a Mml was sent 

a^tt hi^ from tt central force at Sherpur. He defeated and killed Dastam and recovered 

Ghoraghat in 1585.“ , i i t t 

After the defeat at SherpurMa<snm Pan fled to Pathabad Faridpur and part of We 

District) and thence crossed over to Dacca and formed an alliance with Kcdar Kai. who had 
already taken shelter with ‘Isa Qan, one of the most intelUgent and shrewd B/»ci««,s_(.emindar8) 
of Bengal The union of the three forces of Ma‘sum, Kedar Eai and ‘Isa felian formed a 

formidLfe body, which swept over the whole area from Dacca right up to the neighbourhood 

of Sierpur. In 1595 , Baja Man Singh, who was then Governor of Bengal, marched out from 
^irk 3 Tn 8 gfl.T (Eajmahal), which place he had chosen for the seat of his government, and met the 
rebels Tbe enemy unable to resist the imperial army, crossed the Brahmaputra and surrendered 
al the possessions they had captured on the west of the river. On account of the approach of 

the rains Baja Man Singh decided to encamp at ^erpur, and built a fort there which he named 

SaJSnns^r in honour of .prince Salim, afterwards the emperor Jahangir.* 

In 1042 H. (1632 A.D.) A e., in the early years of iSiah Jahan, one Mua‘?;?;am pDian had 
erected a congregational (^*1?.) mosque at Sherpur.“ This and other archaeological evidence 
show that S^erpur was in the zenith of its prosperity in the reign of l^iah Jahan. With the 
decline of the Mn^al power in India, the glory of gberpur seems to have been on the 
wane. The town was apparently abandoned for unknown reasons about the end of the 18th 
or early in the 19th century. It has now become a dense forest inhabited by wild beasts and 
speckled with old shrines, mosques and a few other historical remains. 

There is no exphcit mention in any historical record of the person who laid the foundation 
and peopled the town of, ^eiput. The foregoing evidence however goes to show that i^erpur was 
alr^y an estabfished city in the early period of Akbar’s reign. It is not unreasonable therefore 
to suppose that the toyru was actually founded either by i^er Sfeah himself, as the name 
denotes, or by one of his leutenants who caused it to be called after his master’s name. Similar 
exampfes of founding a number of towns in his name and renaming the old ones are not wanting 


1 VoL III, p. 418. 

» Cambridge Eidory of Indm^ VoL IV, p. 1S2. 
» Ahbamamaj Vol IV, p. 463. 

* Akbarnama, Vol. Ill, p. 697. 

*1.L Vol Up. 290. 



TWO INSCRIPTIONS PROM SHERPtJR, BOGRA DISTRICT, BENGAL 


IS 


in the pages of contemporary history. She^ Shah laid, for instance, the foundation of another 
i^erpUr in Birbhum district, 16 miles due west of Qasimbazar,i Murshidabad and renamed 
old cities, e. g, Shergarh for Delhi, Qannauj, Shaqql Bakr in Sind and so on.- 

The two epigraphs that are being edited in the present paper have been found fixed in the front 
wall, each on one side of the central entrance leading to the prayer-chaniber of a mosque locally 
called Kherua mosque, now in ruins at Sherpur. The inscription on the left slab indicates^ that 
the sanctuary was built by Mirza Murad Khan son of Jauhar 'Ali Khan Qaq-iial on the 25th 
Dhu’l-hijja, 989 H. (20th January, 1582). . 

The mosque is situated about a mile west of the Karatoya river. It measures 60 feet 
by 16 feet inside and the thickness of the walls is 6 feet. At each corner there stands a 
massive pillar decorated with carved bricks. 

Excepting these corner pillars the structure presents a simple style without much orna- 
mentation, but the building is crowned with three domes. The prayer-hall can be approached 
from the east by three entrances pierced in the front wall, and from the north and south by 
doorways opened in the walls on those sides. It is remarkable to note that no trace of door- 
jambs or lintels is observed in them. 

The mosque has been long abandoned and is covered all over with trees, some of which have 
struck root in it and in consequence several fissures have appeared in the walls and domes of 
the shrine. 

Murad Khan, the builder of this mosque, was a Turk who claimed descent from the 
Qaqsjbial family. These Qaqshrds seem to have emigrated to Bengal in the early days of the 
Mughal supremacy in India. They were apparently divided into two groups, one of which 
settled in Ghoragliat, which pargana was assigned to them after the conquest of Bengal by Akbar. 
The leader of this group was Majnun Khan, who was succeeded on kis death by Babu’i Qaq^al 
then an aged man.'^ The other group on the other hand, preferred their home at gherpur 
Muriiia and followed the lead of Jauhar ‘Ali Kimn and on his death, of Murad ©an. The 
Qaqshals seemed to have all along been loyal to the Mu^al sovereigns, but during the rising 
that pervaded throughout Bengal, on account of Afebar's enforcing the unhappy Branding 
Measure, the Qaqshals of Ghor^hat under BabnT cast their lot with the rebels as mentioned 
above. They further joined with Ma'sum Kabuli, the terror of Bengal, and brought untold 
misery upon the people as well as on the imperial army. The Qaq^als of gherpur, however^ 
adhered to the suzierain power and were never led away by the intrigue of the mischief -mongers^. 
In recognition of his merit and good services to Akbar, Murad Kian received in 988 Bfc 
(1580 A.D.) the distinotion of ‘^ahVand elevated to the rank of one thousand horse.^ 
He moreover rendered many valuable services to l^iahtaz Khan and Raja Man Singh respectively 
in suppressing the disaSeetion caused by the cohesion of Ma'stm Khan’s army with thqse of 
Kedar Rai and Tsa Khan, the most powerful and terrible among the Bhuians of East Bengal. 

The inscription slabs have been pierced in the centre ; the perforation in the one is rectan- 
gular and in the other vase-shaped. The texts which enclose the central hole are carved in 
raised letters on black slabs of stone. The one on the left side measures, across the inscribed 
face, 4 feet 2 inches by 2 feet 3 inches, and the other on the right, 3 feet 3 inches by 2 feet 2 
inches. The epigraph on the left slab consists altogether of 14 lines, excluding the head line 
invocation. The first two Unes indicate the name of the donor and the date of founding the 


^ Qanungo’s Sher Shah, p. l’?3 footnote. 

» p. 383, , 

* Mci&thiru'l-V'imra, E»g. trans., p; 335. 
* Aybwtnarm, p. 304. 
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=========^ — ==^' of two pigeons that approached the 

cstodiim d 4e , 1,1 11 line* ■« »« “4 S™» f”"* 

shelter in it- The inscription _ ^1 ^ays of attaining immortality. 

p tk pr^t 

«, ,„t.bl. qaototons 

epigraphs hegm abruptly with th ^ preliminary verse 

from the Quf’m or «tj- ^ Jjl provisionally accounted for by supposing that 

has been omitted here. ^ These ^ ^ of rehgion and the consequent relaxation 

usual custom. beautiful Nashh characters, the language being Persian. The 

reading of the texts of inscriptions is given below . 

(1) Inscription on the left slab- 


(j/^q 4i« ro (^) 

j)) (2) 

y^;0 (<i) ^ (<i) --H/ Jl- n (3) 

yiy jl ^1 ; V Ir* j' (•';>" 

Jsum;* U) ii 'Y/ (®) 

j jji) iSjH jjiiT iiMji Ite. ci-AA. dit/^ jl !oU/* (7) 

i^jl )j^< ‘^^'“5 ^ (8) 

|.)U Yfil ddj pW otiWi Wbdlj jl (9) 

ti oUie) Ij ialsU !j* J tU»^ (10) 

Jiy^ ^ « uY ••• J (11) 

dliljo (12) 


.^U. o|^ Sb/!iJ W/* jjjJ Left wmg (13) 

JliJIlS (14) 



Plate 



ScAT-E ‘125 
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translation 

0 the. Manifcster of wondern ! Observation : on Monday the 25th Dhul-Miia 989 F (mh 
1682) wM, the »id o! N.wJb 0,5... (ft. o,«Su«lion oi) tte «i,„. 

0., the 2„d dey, Tue.day ft. 26ft o« ft. p,«r,t „o«th, two g,... pig«.„ L 

down ft. and ,»,.l..d „ ft. v.aa.Jy of ft. ..4 . ^ ■ 

8.^ mod. to h..„ After Smftmg ft, bleamg of .ofeomo, (ft, p 

We are ( oming fiom iioly Mecca and greet the name and prosperity of the lord. We implore 
a shelter m this mosque for ourselves as well as for our friends.” The Paqii answered • “Why not? 
but the mosque is small and, heaven forbid that any violence from the people of the time should 
come upon you.” Tlu-y said: “Whoever intentionally and knowingly should cause it wiU in 
return receive the same ; (but) ho will feel more from the Dispenser of favours (God).” They then 
saluted and .lisappeu i ed. An answer from an inarticulate being cannot be regarded as possible 
The object of story wa.s that after the completion of the mosque and its arrangement 
the poor pigoorw bIiouIcI not be nioieated. 

This mosque was built by the exalted and high Murad Qan, son of Jauhar ‘Ali Khan 
Qiiq^rd. 

(II) lii.siTipliou on the right slai) — 


4li| 


Lines 

((j) (1) 

isij isrJiiu’j aj^} jiAJ ^ jUJ) iXy* JjU «/ JukljA. if ji jjjj (2) 

^ ^b/® j jl 

iS iwb ^ Ha ^ sf ^bjj^ Jl dj^j6 (3) 

^ ^ Lll«i<s£lw ^ 

4.-^ jJ) j - i^t34 (<;) uuJbc jlsdi (4) 

^ ^ 

j^b kil^«ja^43 ^^ob j\ ^5) 

ijMfcjaJt jl ijubso cXjLdJ j ^ y 

«iju 4/ txb j) (6) 

^ iJJdLT ty^y j jj idXMfcid 

JftbLyijJ ^ C*^} 

Jiyf yi Osu-/* n 



EPIC4BAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 

0 ^^ ioLwI ^3 (9) 

tX-^T txi./i>!jA- 41^1 .... (10) 

,UJt ; >>^1 (11) 


TRANSLATION 

To beam with : It is narrated that whoever desires that he may be coated, after his death, 
amon °the hving ones and that people may remember him with respect, and help him with bless- 
n“s, should try to (o) build a mosque. (6) excavate a tank, (c) erect a minar, (d> lay out a 

garden, or (e) do other good work, such as give charity to the reol^^ happens o pass by 

L cell. These works will survive him as his memorials. It is moreover likely that 
through their agency, he, in some auspicious and pious moment, may fall “lo a- 

worthy man. And also it is said : “ The man is not dead who leaves behind him a bridge or a 
mosque or a tank, or a shelter for way-farers. If no memorial outlives a person, the tree of his 
existence has not, as it were, borne fruit. If a man passes away and no tmce of any good deed 
remains after >iim we should not recite ‘Al-hamdo^ (Praise be to God) on his death. Of the 
admonitions of Shai^ Abu’l-Laith Samarqandi is the following 

There are five things the rewards of which are ever recorded in the name of the doer after 
his death ; (a) To give the Qur^an in- charity, {b) to teach xehgion, (c) to excavate a tank, 
(fl) to erect a mosque and (e) to plant a tree ; and peace.” 

p.^._As on the 26th, the day of the commencement of the mosque, two pigeons came 
from holy Mecca and implored the permission of the Faqir to take shelter in the mosque, they 
after its completion, may re-appear and ask for shelter. It is hoped that none will persecute 
them, and that they may receive blessing. 


MUSLIM INSOEIPTIONS FROM BHONRASA, GWALIOR STATE. 

By Ram; Singh Saksena. 

Bhonrasa (24° S" E. apd 78° 4" N.), though a decapng town, is still the headquarters of the 
Tappa (Sufe-Tahsil) in the Bhilsa district of the Gwalior State. The nearest railway stations 
are Kethora and Bamora on the Delhi-Bombay main line of the G.I.P. Railway. Bhonrasa 
is about 6| mites from Bamora by a road which runs up to Seionj. A feeder road from Kethora 
joins the Bamora-Seronj road at the 5th mile of this road. The Bhilsa-Pachhar road which 
joins the Agra-Bombay trunk road also touches Bhonrasa, the distance between Bhonrasa 
and Deharda on tho Agra-Bomhay road being about ninety-six miles. 

The town of Bhonrasa is sitOabed on a rocky eminence between the Markande 
stream and, the river Bet^a, the former joining the Betwa about a furlong and 
a half below the town. As usual -with places of antiquity, Bhonrasa also enjoys the tradition 
of being a ver^- ancient site, and. theiie the great sage Markande is said to have performed one 
of Ms service. A small kunda about three'miles to the south-west of the town and fed 
by a pereuniaUpBUg. te ^^Oiisidered to be the favourite spot of the Markande Rislib The 
spring water after re^ptenishing the hunda joins the adjacent water-shed and becomes a 
rivulet, which derives its name from this Eisil and is known as the Markande river 
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Apart from the traditions it is certain that the locality was once a great centre of the 
Hindu religion, for about a mile to the north of the present town of Bhonrasa, on a low 
hillock, lie the ruins of a group of temples of the 10th to 11th centuries. The temples have a tank 
in their close vicinity which has silted up now and the area covered by the ruins is occupied by 
a grave-yard, known as the Bandi Bagh. 

According to another tradition, the town was founded by one Raja Bhanwar Singh and 
named after him. This Raja is said to have been a feudatory chief of the rulers of the 
historic province of Chanderi, but the fact has not so far been confirmed. 

Be that as it may, it is certain that the ancient town to which the above mentioned Hindu 
ruins belonged ceased to exist before the present town of Bhonrasa was founded, apparently 
by Muslim kings in the 14th century A.D. The old trunk road from Delhi to the Deccan 
passed through this area, and Bhonrasa being situated near the bank of the river 
Betwa served as a strategic post of defence, which fact seems to have been responsible for 
the establishment of a military camp here during the reigns of the Sultans of Malwa and their 
governors at Chanderi. Later on it seems to have been converted into a halting place on the 
royal road and with the construction of the present fort under the Mughals a regular town 
grew up here. It is also probable that the oflficers in charge of the town in due course grew 
so powerful as to defy the authority of the governors at Chanderi and to style themselves 
as governors. This air of superiority is to be scented in the inscriptions and also in the 
lofty mosques and mausoleums which were built by them. 

With the decline of the Muslim rule Bhonrasa seems to have been successfully held by 
the Bundela Rajas of Chanderi and the Khichi Rajput rulers of Bajrangadh till the Marathas 
took it finally towards the middle of the 18th century. They hold it to this day. 

In Muslim records Bhonrasa finds frequent mention and is described as a qasha in the 
sarkar (district) of Chanderi. Bhonrasa is also called a town in various inscriptions on the 
monuments in the town. I have not come across any descriptive account of Bhonrasa in 
the records at my disposal, but only the bare mention of the name of the town as referred to 
above. This has made it difficult to tKrow any light on the true history of the town or 
the various personages named in the inscriptions under notice. 

The inscriptions studied below belong to the Muslim period and may roughly be 
arranged in three groups, viz. — {a) the town inscriptions (b) the Bada Bagh inscriptions and (c) the 
Bandi Bagh inscriptions. They have been recently discovered by the Archaeological Depart- 
ment of Gwalior State, and are being edited for the first time ^ by the courtesy of the said 
Department. 

Group A-^lNSCimPTioNS m the Town. 

No. 1 — Inscn<]^ion on a stone p)st nea^ tJi^e gaM • 

This fragmentary inscription is the oldest so far found at Bhonrasa. It is inscribed 
on a stone-post fixed at present near the main gate of the fort. The inscribed surface measures 
3^ 9" by 0^ lU. The inscription is bilingual, the text in each language comprising fourteen long 
or short lines. The text at the top is in Persian, the characters being Nmkhi^ The inscription 
in the lower part is in Hindi with a few words in defective Sanskrit and the script is Deva 
Nagari of a late period. The style of writing of the fecoM is crude in both languages. As 
the inscrip tional stone is damaged in several places it is difficult to decipher the text in iulL * 
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The deciphered portion of the Persian text contains the name of the son of Mahmud Shah, 
the king of Malwa, and an order regarding the remission of some taxes in which jisi/a 
is also included. 

The Hindi text contains the date, Wednesday, the 5th of the dark-half of the month 
of Phalguna in V.S. 1540 (1483 A.D.) and also refers to the revival of worship, and prevention 
of acts of vandalism possibly in regard to some temple, during the reign of Sultan Ghiya& l^ah 
of Malwa, to whose’ reign the record belongs.^ 

The Persian text has been deciphered as follows : — 

Plate VII (a) 


• (!) 

• (»-) 

• (r) 

• W- 

U) 

• • CuLiLa/0 


iv'laj-w .... (_jli • • 

• • • • • ^txct {jlL 




j ( <j’ ) diKsii; . j 

. . . . Ui— .( jfj jjji" . 

• • • jl , 

• * • • • . 

TRANSLATION 


3^ 


(v) 

(A) 

(*1) 

(I*) 

(n) 

(It) 

(»r) 

(!»*) 


2 Hia Majesty king of kings 

3 .•.•••—...sonofMahmudSiaiSultan, mayGod perpetuate his 

kingdom and autkority ! 


Temple 



{a) Inscription of GMyathu'd-Din Khalji of Malwa 
from Bhonrasa, Gwalior State. 
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the exalted Khan ^er Sian, tLe fief -holder. 

province of Chanderi, the jizya, the hunters’ tax, 

the police tax 

Bhonrasa (and its) suburbs baqqdl (the grocer) 

the grocers and artisans 
from the current year onward 


Muslim and Hindu from the jizya, the hunters’ tax, the 
police tax 

if he is Muslim 

^ ^ ^ ^ if he is an infidel. . . . i . . .from his infidelity. . • . . , 

• • .cow action. 

HINDI VERSION 
Plate VII (a) 

^ [f]^ 

^ m[m] ^ ^ ^ ..... 

8 ft 

13^ ^ PI W*T ^ . 

^ ^ t [?] W m wm n *t £?] • • •. • • 

'3 ^ g ^ ^ [?] ^ ^ m • • • • 

c ^ ^ • • • • • 

^ ^ ^ fw ^ PI ^ ^ P] • ’ - • ^ 

^ ^ 'tt ^ ^ •• • * * * • 

^ ^ ^ * * • ‘ * 

[^] wft ^ ’wg It [t] i> • • • •:jp, 

fti w| ^ ^ I^I 

IS 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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TBANSLATION. 

1 Victory, in tie year 1540 [V.S.] monti Pialguna 

dark (ialf) 5th (date) , t. 

2 the day (being) Wednesday (in the reign of) Maharaj- 

dliiraj Skri Sultan 

3 ^ijtk ghah lord of Ckanderi province 


4 . Bkonrasa town 

5-6 (for) worship and offering 

,j_g ^ town Bkonrasa 

^ IQ ^ . , . . . . .whoever be tjio Commander. 

11 if he be Hindu will be. • 

12 Culpable of the sin of killing cows, (if he) be a Muslim. 

13 (forhim) islwar-oath 

14 (So it) be. 

No. 2— Inscription on an old wdl’ inside the fort. 


This well has been hewn in the living rock, and the little structural work done on the 
top is in ruins now. This inscription is carved in relief on a tablet measuring 2 ft. 1 in. 
by 1 ft. 5 in. The epigraph consists of ten lines and the style of writing is NastaHlq of a 
crude type. The language is Persian and the inscription, which is in verse’, refers to the 
construction of a well by order of the Mughal Emperor Akbar the Great in 992. H. (1584 Ad).). 
The date is given both in words and figures. The inscription also mentions the name of 
one ‘Umar Hlusain who composed the record. 

My reading of the text is given bdowr- — 

Plate VII (h) 

Ir • • • • . (iitA Jl . . . ... ( 1 ) 

])j . ... . • • • ' • (* 1 ) { I*) 

. , . % . ® (»“) 

• • * « 

^ 

)jA ^ • . . . » ( 1 ) 

(v) 

}? ^ 


^ 111© metre of the verse 



Plate VIII 


(^^) Inscription on the Markande Gate, Bhonrasa Fort, Gwalior State. 



Sc ALB *166 


(6) Inscription of Aurangzeb from a mosqne at Bhonrasa. 



Scale -2 
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TBANSLATION 
0 Opener I 

j _ .....an act of grace Ly the great B^an (?) 

2 to make Ms name famous in the world 

3 (caused) to be hewn (in rock) a well 

4- (and thus) wat« gushed out ......like the water of Kmthar 

§ During the just rule of Akbar the victorious 

g delightful without why or wherefor. 

7 I asked the Pleiades for the date. They said, 

8 “ (was) dug in the year nine hundred ninety two ; I tell thee.” 

9 Qomfosed by ‘Umar Husain. 992 H, (1584 AJ).). 

Z— Inscription on the Marhanie Gate in the outer ramparts of the fort. 

This inscription records the construction of the Tort of Bhonrasa by one Hasan Khdn 
during the reign of Akbar in 1694 AJ). The M^kande Gate, on wHch the inscription is set up, 
w a gate in the outer walls of the fort. It faces .the south and is called Markande on account 
of ihe streamlet which it overlooks. 

The inser^lacm, wMch is set in a niche over the gate, measures 2 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. 4 in. 
and consists of ten lines of Persian verse.^ The style of writing is NasM. My reading of 
the text is as follows : — 

Plate Vm (a) 


4JJ| 


yS\ 






slSob (l) 

Ju Jf «Jj.J J *" J j!)* (l*) 


yii J (5) 


yCiJ jk ; tyl J 
jaJj J bpc* 


sL^ J (o) 

^ >( 'l) 

... - 


the vw»e iis Ojiko^* 

(1694 AD.J. 


^ and date found Am the ehronogrm is 1003 H 
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TRANSLATION , 

I eoDfess ttat there is no god but God, (Who is) one (and has) no partner. 

God : The record (of the) fort (of) Bhonrasa. 

1 During the reign of the king of seven climes, Jalalu‘d-Din Muhammad SJiah Akhar; 

2 One thousand and three was the Hijri year when this circular fort was completed. 

5 Hasan lhan of exalted rank built this beautiful and ornate (edifice). 

4 The young man (Hasan Khan) who in courages and valour is like a tiger or a lion. 

6 ‘Umar K]jan and all his (Hasan Ehan’s) sons and his brothers, relatives and friends 

constitute his army. 

6 (He) made the place the refuge of Muslims, may God reward him in this world as 

well as in the next 1 

7 For its chronogram Wisdom suggested the word BagA (garden) : calculate the numeri- 

cal value of the word according to the Abjai system and determine the date. 

8 From Fathialas. 

No. 4 — Inscription on the Jaglrddr’s mosque. 

This mosque is situated outside the fortifications of the town, but being not far from it 
the inscription has been included in the town group. The mosque was constructed by some 
Jaglrdilr whose name or family connections are not known now. The building has no other 
attraction than the inscription, which is fixed in the middle of the back-wall of the 
prayer-hall. The text is carved in relief on a tablet which measures 3 ft. 8^ in. by 10 in. 

TEXT : 

U> 1 ou to 

I ♦ q Ji5U. b 

TRANSLATION 

1 0! Protector! There is no god but God and Muhammad is the apostle of God: In 
the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate I 0 Protector f year 1094 
H. (1683 A.D0- 

2-4 Throne verse: Qur'an, ch, II, v. 256, year 24 (Eeghal) of Aura‘ng(zeb’s) rale. 

Gsoup B—Mootmehts iJT Baoa Bl®. 

NOv I — fyBCfi^iicn Qver the mihrdh in the Great Mosque in Bada Bagh, 

From the prominent position this inscription occupies, it is apparent that it has belonged to 
thjB mosque frbm the beginningv It is cut in reliefs in a bpr4ored panel measuring 2 ft. 5 in. 
by 1 ft. 1 in. and consists of six lines. The first five lines are written ifi Nasth characters 
and contain holy texts. The : l^t -line is^' in the style and the text refers to the 

construction of a mosque by Nawab IMilas Khan in the reign of Aurangzeb in 1096 H. 
(1685 A.D.). As Nawab Ikhlas E) an s name is mentioned in other inscriptions of the place 
it appears that he was an important official under the Mughals. 

The inscription also mentions the name of one Kam^ Khan of , Lahore who seems to have 
been a minor official under Nawab Ikhlas Khan. “ 
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Plate VUI (b) 

^1 <!J| S Q 1*-**^ (l) 

S3j ( 9 - r ) 

^u: ^ ^ (l) 

U:>|^ itl|5 vjljiu: <Ss^^ ^J 

I 

(*) 4^^ il<jJj IJIa, ojti.^} 

TKANSLATION 

1 Tlie Blmi'i^ht aii«l tlie Lslrwnic creed, 

2-5 Throne verse, Q^irim, clu 2, v, 25G. 

6 111 the yi'er one thoii.san<l ninety-six Hijri and twenty-seventh (regnal year of) 
Aura:ng{zeb) Stird!, the eon qu ere r of the world, the victorious, this mosque of Nawab 
Hsillds Ikhiln, wlio is resting in Paradise, was completed under the supervision of 
the (humble) servant of (lod, Kanial Kluln son of Alahdad Klan, now residing in 
the city of Lahore. 

Nob. ilS-^-Threa insetiplions from the Great Mosqre, Bada Bdgh, 

These three inseriptiona are also set up in the Great mosque, but as their calligraphy 
is different from that of inscription No. 4 they may have originally belonged to another 
mosque or a mausokiuin and may have been put up here after the decay of the latter. 
Two of these inscriptiona contain only religious texts but the third contains two Persian 
verses referring to tlie traiwitoriness of the ivorld. The latter inscription apparently belongs 
to a mausoleum. The religious texts of the first two inscriptions are as follows 

Inscription No^ 6.^ 

^ v,J^ S S| <d| S iij| (i) 

w 

Kdix ]cu,sv® (r) 

TRANSLATION ^ 

In the name of God, the met Merciful and Compaseionaie ! 

1-2 The Islamic creed. ^ ^ 

3 Abu Bakr, ‘Umar .Uaman and Haidar are the lamp, the mosque, the pray - ^ 

and the pulpit of the Islamic religion. ■ 

•The tablet on which inscription No. 6 is carwed measures 2 ft. by 1 ft. 2J in. 
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Jnscriftion Nd^ 

i 

-uit jt-j 

-iJJl ^ -Uit 31 iil S ; 43 0^1 ; 43I ttjLsv^ ( | ) 
43[j 31 ^ ^ ^jxi] (fj 


TRANSLATION 

In {he name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate ! 

1-2 God is My and all praise is due unto Him : there is no god hut God. God 
is Great, and no one has strength and power except God the High and Great. 

Inscription No. 8 has been deciphered as foUows® • 

•Kate DE (a) 

J [ '^ ] • • • ^ 

j. V * . 1 'MI I ]/* 

• • • • - 

(i*) 

'TRANSiATi'lbN 

1 Do not love (?) this world, for thou art a guest in this world for a few days ; when 

suddenly death comes thoii shaltYeel'soray ; 

2 (0!) powerftil (1) .do not oppress the weak because when the time of death 

, Comb ‘thou shaft Teel hblplbss. 

No. 9^Insdription on another mosque in Bada Bdgh. 

This inseription is caiwed on the western wall of a mosque situated in the vicinity of the 
Bada BS^. fee Tudsque is an mMignificanfbufldirigy and as Gie "inscription mentions the name 
of Aursmgzeb, it apparently belongs to some other building and not to this mosque. 

The inscriptional tablet measures 1 ft. in. hy lO in, -and bears seven lines of writing, of 
which the first fi.t%'iae'fe. N'asM cdiswracteis aM the remaining ^Wo 'in the 'Nasid‘llq script. The 
sixth line mentions the completion of the mosque during the id^n of Aurtaigzeb on the 19th 
of ^uT-94i 4n less a. (IfiSS A.D.). 

I T3ie talfet of jnsciiptiwJNo. y Hieasnrea byT fli.h} in« . 

» The tabtet on which 
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i have deciphered the text as follows t-rr 

Plate IX (b) 


4U) 4JJ| Si 4 JI s 8 ( I ) 

Xif (b r) 

^yo I tXm 

^ tjlw3 sS 6^ »! (v) 


^ tjlw3 Sf 81 (^V) 

TRANSLATION 

1 Bismillali and the Islamic cr^d. 

2-5 The Throne verse : Qur'an, ch. II, v. 256, 

6 Completed on the 19th of the month of Dhu’I-Hajj m the year 1095 during the reign of 

Aurang{zeb) Shah, ‘llamgir, the e»PW.- 

7 Alas ! the sprouting of the green grass in the garden made my heart happy ; 

Friend ! visit my tomb, for in spring thou shalt see the green grass growing on my ashes. 

j 7 o_ 10 — Inscription on the wall of a well in the Ba^ Bagh.- 

The inscription is carved on a tablet which is fixed to the inner masonry of the well. The 
tablet measures 3 ft. by m ip. , The style of writing is Nasta‘Uq of an elegant ty^, resembling 
6 and 6. The record consists of three fines, the first two contain a 

Persian verse and^the last gives the date of the completion of the well^ In the Persian verse 
L mausoleum of Itttes Qanthe Governor, has been mentioned, and the well was apparently 

built as an adjunct to it. 

My reading of the text is as follows : — 

Plain IX (c) 

r ttjU. ^JollA.) 

, , ^ ii-r *i- 

translation 

y^se 

/ -A fwHle like mamsoleum of ©Sb, wto 

•has taken refuge in Itivine .(ia 

(On the) twenty-seventh «f ^ ^ - 

under the supervision of MulqemmA . 
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Geoup C—Monuments in the Banei Bim 

Band! Bagii is situated on a rock eminence about a mile to the north-east of the town. The 
ruins of some old Hindu temples and a tank are in the close vicinity. It is only a grave- 
yard now, but the name Band! Ba gh suggests that originally a garden existed here. In the 
Band! Ba^ there is a large number of mosques, the most important of which are named the Bara 
Ehambi, the Band! Wffi, the Bina Neoki, the Ek Khambi and the Qalandarl. Two of these 
mosques have inscriptions which refer to the reign of Shahjahan, the Mughal Emperor. At the 
Band! Bagh there is also a fine mausoleum, and many graves with fi.ne plaster work. One 
of these graves is called the Hath! Qabr^, and it is reported that an elephant was buried therein^ 

Imcriftion on a mosque known as Bina Neoki Masjid, 

The mosque, as its name^ indicates, has no foundations and it has been built on a rock which 
has hardly been chiselled for the structure. The inscription is carved on a tablet measuring 3 ft. 
2 in. by 7| in. The tablet has been divided into three panels, the middle contains the Bismilla 
and the Islamic creed with two Persian verses recording the building of a mosque in 1050 H. 
(1640 A.D.). The two side panels contain only religious texts. The style of writing is NasM 
of a crude type. The text has been read by me as follows ; — 


Plate X (a) 

Eight panel 

JCRW® ^ I ) 

^ j 4JLI| JlS (i^) 

J 4JJ) (^) 

Middle panel 

<10 S no 

‘ ( I ) 

^1 4JU) HI 1) 

. « • 

I V ] {^) 

1 Of. Horse tomb at Cbandeii and Bog toinb at Kbeda in Gwalior State. 

Mina NwM Mu^d at Ujjain and its mscription in tbe I, A,, Voh L?!; 



(a) Inscription from a mosque at Bhonrasa, Gwalior State. 


Plate X 



Scale *142 


(&) Inscription from another mosque at Bhonrasa. 



Scale *33 




MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS PROM BHONRA8A, GWALIOR STATE. 


■3S 


Left panel 


41i| (f) 

] ^i^Jt (f- ) 

^1 (r) 

TRANSLATION 
Bight panel 

1 The lamp, mosque, prayer-niche and pulpit 

2 I resolved to sit in the mosque : died in this(1) 

3 The Prophet of God, may God’s blessings and peace be on him, has said ■: 

4 “ The believers in a mosque are like the fish (in water).” 

5 Truly hath said the apostle of God, may God’s blessings and peace be on him. 

Middle panel , 

1 In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 

2 There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the apostle of God. 

3 In the reign of Emperor Qhah Jahan, the mosque was built 

4 The house of God was built in the Hijri year 1050 (1640 A,D.). 

Left panel 

1 Abu Bakr, ‘ Umar, ‘ Ufliman and Haidar 

2 The apostle of God has said: “The prayer 

3-4 is a ladder (to heaven) for the believers.” Truly (hath said) the apostle of God. 

No. 12 — Inscription on 'the Bandl Wall mosque. 

This mosque, like the garden, is called after the ‘Band*’ whose name and life can not be 
ascertained now. The inscriptional slab measures 1 ft. 3 in. by 9 in. The letters are cut 
in relief and the text is enclosed by a border i in. wide. The_ record consists of nine lines 
written in NasM characters. The two top lines and the bottom line contam the holy names of 
God and the Kalima. The remaining portion of the inscription is in Persian verse, mentioning 
the completion of the mosque in the year 1060 H. (1640 A.B.) during the reign of SJah Jahan the 
Mu^al emperor. This inscription seems to have been engraved by an iUiterate mason who is 
responsible for this bad and perhaps inaccurate reproduction. 

My reading of the text and the translation of it axe given below 

PlateX(b) 

ijAi) (l) 

4JJ1 JjMj A4.SW* gut HI &J [ l ]J (f) 

A3aw»_j (r) 
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b (^)) 

» . ♦ 4^ (l) 

Oy^ L ^ 1 '»— iiJl fid-oi 

c^Uc i^LLm (/^) 

|j b ^t'b U ({)) 

TRANSLATION 

1 The best recitation : 

2 The Islamic creed 

3 The lamp, mosque, pulpit and prayer-nicEe 

4 Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and Haidar (respectively) 

5 During the reign of §hah Jahan, this sacred mosque 

6 (Was built) through the faith of the sincere believer 

7 It was completed in the year 1050 H. (1640 A.D.) : 

8 With the construction of this edifice, the gate of benevolence w'as opened : 

9 0 Opener ! 0 Great ! 0 Marvellous ! 

There are two more inscriptions at Bhonrasa which I mention in order to complete the 
survey of the inscriptions there. One of them (No. 13) is carved on the rock- wall of a well near 
the Mata’s temple. It measures 1 ft. 2 in. by ^ in, and comprises 12 lines. Three of them are 
in Deonagarl script and the rest in Persian and Arabic characters. The style of writing is crude. 
The inscription records the building of the well by some Revenue official in the year 1246 H. or 
V, s. 1887 (1) 1830 A.D. 

Inscription No. 14 is carved above the middle niche of the ‘ Idgah of Bhonrasa which is a 
modern structure. The inscription is incised on a tablet measuring 1 ft. 7| in. by 1 ft. 3| in. 
There are sis lines of writing in the Naskk characters. In the beginning there is a religions text 
and afterwards three lines of Persian verse, mentioning the name FadI ‘All Sian who repaired the 
adgahin 1329 H. (1911 A.]>.). 


TWO PEEglAN INSCRIPTIONS PROM ©HAMONI, SAUGOR DISTRICT; C. P. 

By G. ¥azda¥l 

A few years ago R. M. Crofton, Esq., I. C. S,, Director General of Bevenue, His Exalted 
Higktiess the Nizapi’s Government, was kind enough to show me an eye-copy of an inserip- 
tioii of Amangseh from Dhamoni, He \ 7 as also pleased to give me a note on. the prove- 
nance of the inscription and a short history of the Dhamoni Fort.' The fort is mentioned 

1 Mr. B, M. Croftou^s note is given below 

‘‘AvfflageintlieBajida iaAiff 29 miles north of Saugor. The population is now only 79 persom 
The villas hdonga to Baja Opkal Das of Buhnlpote. A police outpost is located here. Dhamoni has an 
old and very exten^ve fort which is now in ruins. The fort stands on an eminence at a short distance 
tom the summit of the passes leading to Bundelkhand, and commands the raUey of the Dhasan river. It 
is of a feiangular ground plan and euctoses a space of 62 acres, the ramparts having been generally 80 ft 
l^h <#4 W thick with (mormons round towers. There are also interior works strengthening the easten 
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by Mu^al historians as iin important stronghold of the Bundela chiefs and it was conquered 
by ‘Abdulla Sbatij tho Mughal general, who was deputed ho chastise Raja Jujhar of Ond- 
chha (Orchha) by tstiah Jahun in 1045 Hd As the inscription shown by Mr. E. M. Crof- 
ton possessed some historical interest, I asked tho Director General of Archaeology in India 
to kindly obtain for mo through one of his Assistants two inked rubbings of the inscription. 
The Director General of Archaeology kindly complied with my request and deputed Dr. M. 
Nasim, Superintendent of Archaeological Survey, Ceutral Circle, to visit Dhamoni and pre- 
pare inked rubbings of the inscription. Dr. M. Nazim visited Dhamoni in December, 1936, 
and he subsequently sent me the estampages of not only the Aurangzeb inscription, which 
was shown, to me by Mr. R. M. Crofton, but also of another record which he found carved 
on the wall of an old well at the same place. I take this opportunity to thank Mr. R. M. 
Crofton for his very kindly drawing my attention to the Aurangzeb inscription. I also ex- 
press my gratitude to the Director General of Archaeology in India and Dr. M. Nazim for 
their very kind help in securing me the inked rubbings of the two inscriptions. 

The inscription mentioning tho name of jVurangzcb is carved on a stone tablet which is 
now placed in the dargah of Bal Jati syiah at Dhamoni. The tablet measures 2 ft. 6 in. by 
1 ft. 3 in. and is divided into panels. Tho inscription is in Persian verse. The first 
hemistich of the third line and the second hemistich of the fourth line are missing, as the 
stone has decayed at some places through climatic efiects. The style of writing is Nasta‘llq 
of a crude type. 

The record besides the name of Aurangzeb gives the title, Randidah Rhan, which was 
held by one of his favourite commanders. Randulah I£hSin was originally in the service of 
Bijapur kings, but later he joined the army of Aurangzeb, who seemed to have placed consi- 
derable confidence in hiir», for wo find Randillah KJjaii first deputed to capture Dara Sim- 
koh® and aftcrward.s commissioned to punish the Raja of Chanda.“ He held the rank of 
four thousand foot and four thousand horse and was awarded a prize of Es. 10,000 for his 


defences, whore tho magazine and ollkorn’ quarters wore probably situated. Dhamoni was a very important 
town under Muhammadan rule mid the ruins of numerous mosques and tombs are still visible. It is said 
that a market was held hero for tho sale of elephants. Thera is a large tank a mile from the fort, from 
which water was suiiplicd to it by underground pipes. Tho whole place is now covered by jungle wi a 
number of ousturd-apple trees, and is a favourite haunt of tigers. The fort is said to have been bn y 
one Surat Sah, a mdon of Mandia Gotid dynasty, at the ond of the 16th century. It was taken by Baja 
Birsingh Deo, tho chief of Orchha, who rebuilt it, and subsequently passed into the hands of the 
Muhammadans. In 1700 it belonged to Chhatar Sal of Panna, and was afterwards by tte Bhoa- 

aalas. In 1818 after the flight of Appa Sahib, it was invested and taken by a British force under General 
MarshalL It is locally said that Abu’l Fadh the wsU-bnown minister of Akbar, was horn in 
there seems to be no authority for this statement. Prominent objects are the tomta of two Muhamm^an 
saints. The most important is that of Baljati §hah, said to be the pirn Abul - „o™lttee 
Sesai and Ishakpiira are rovenuefree for the support of this tomb, and there is a managing 
with the Tahsildar as president. There is a hereditary guswdian ol the tomb who ^ 

including granii from Ckfeatar Sal of Panns md th.© Ohanderi Baja o wa or. TT«<i.ral)ad Tlie 
tomb wL visited and worshipped by one of the responsible officer of the 
other tomb is supposed to be that of one Atatha ®5h WaK, a Muhammadan 

cursed Dhamoni and tho surrounding eonntry because he ootdd not ge wa r e ’ jgjjginjg aja 

believed stm to lie on the country and prevent to being brought under cultivation. Various legends are 

current about tb© tombi of tbw galnta, ** , ,, , • u rr « fTtihi Tti/I ) Vol II 

X Murnl^MLum (BibL Ind.), Vol. J, pp. «0-14 and Ma^m^run-Umaru (Bibl. Ind.), VoL II, 

^ Vol. M, p- 41, Mid Ma'&tiin^Vtna’a, Vol. U, v- m 

, , » 'jftfdgtr, in, m. 
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successful campaign against Dara §iukoli. The inscription gives the date 1085 H. .and 
records the building of a mosque at Dhamoni at the time of the visit of the victorious 
general, Eandulah Khan. 

The text has been deciphered as follows — 




4' 

sl Ji 

Jt* 

-£ 


^dilo 


ad:sr^'.w 


; 

djJ C 



* 






L-Ji^ J 

1 6^ 


Plate XI (a) 

(l) 

* * ^ 

u:^st, (je) 

4lj|jnr (s) 

^jsjyU i— i — tt,^J (Uli' 

TRAHSLATIOH 

(1) In the _ reign of the emperor, the defender of the faith, the conqueror of the world 

/o^ ‘^^lamglr, the son of the Second Lord of the happy conjunction (%ah Jahiin).’ 

(2) When the victorious and exalted Eandulah Eljan camped in state in the plains of 

Dhamoni, ^ 

faithful may pray therein in the morning and 

evening. ® _ 

(4) As it (the mosque ?) was completed in the year 1085 H. (1671 A.D.) 

(5) The ower thered is ‘Abdullah son of Shaikh Raji Muhammad, whose right and 
title to ownersliip will continue as long as the world exists.. 

Written by Muhammad Latif son of Muhammad Zarif Paruql 

...rtaSs rf 

I have deciphped the text as follows:-- *> • 

' Kate XI (b) '-.. 

^5 J ^Jyj li, dJijji (i) 

“4 [jii: ].Jih ^ 



Plate XI 


{a) Inscription of ‘Alamgir from Dhamoni, C.P. 





. •« V. ' 
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The donor of this mosque mentioned in the epigraph is one Miyan Mu‘azzam. In the 
Mangalkot inscription^ of this king, written in 930 H., has also been found the name of one Khan 
Miyan Mu'azzam. It may be surmised that these two Miyan Mu'azzams were either 
indentical persons or connected with each other by some bond of relationship. The donor 
has further been designated as ‘Jangdar ’ (a warrior, a hero). This indicates that Miyan 
Mu'azzam was possibly one of those dignitaries who distinguished himself by displaying some 
feat of chivalry in the expedition sent by Nusrat tSiah against Babur and was subsequently 
rewarded with this distinction.® 

The titles of the king mentioned in this epigraph are the same as are generally found 
on his coins. The language is Arabic and I give below my reading of the text : — 

Plate XII (a) 

** 

, .1 , . <A3jk.wwv«J) S^} ^ j S.J^Lo cXUsk. ^UoLwj ^2^ 

»* 

43J1 Li^-oiAw j.lsU tijLsx.^Lyo ^5 ((j) ^ . • . • 

^xjJj ^ ULuj ijdj sU ^ (« 

TRANSLATION 

1-2. The Prophet has said (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), Whoever builds a 
mosque in this world, God the Great will build seventy palaces in heaven (for him) 
This mosque has been built in the reign of the Sulpn, son of Sultan Nasiru’d-Dunya 
wad“din Abu’l Muzaffar Nusrat Shah Sultan, son of Husain Shah Sultan, may God per- 
petuate his kingdom and sovereignty and elevate his power and dignity. The donor of 

this mosque is Miyan Mu'azzam.... Jangdar, son of ....may his fame be diffused 

among the people, Khan Mu‘azzam Mubarak Khan, may God the Great keep them both 
in peace in both the worlds ; (it was built) on the 4th of Rajab, may its honour be 
dignified, in the year nine hundred and thirty-two, 932 (21st April, 1526). 


PIVE mSCRIPTIONS PROM THE PROVINCIAL MUSEUM, LUCKNOW. 

By G. Yazdani. 

Two years ago, Mr. Prayag Dayal, Curator, Provincial Museum, Lucknow, kindly sent me 
the rubbings of spine inscriptions for decipherment and publication in the Efigmfhia Indo- 
I have selected five inscriptions from them and they are studied below. The 
earbrnt of mscriptions belongs to the reign of Mubarak ^ah Khaljl, and from the style 
of its writing it is very typical of the script which was in fasbion at that period. For 
instance, the style of the marlmz oi Mf, or the spelling of the word or the form of 

^ Blochmann, J*. A. 8 , Vol. XLH, for 1873, p. 296. 

* A i2l&, pp. 134-36. 
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hd'i lamaz,^ such as used at the end of the word in the sixth hemistich and in 
the word so in the seventh hemistich. The inscription is incomplete and it records the construction 
of some building, perhaps a mosque, which was commenced during the reign of ‘Alau’d-Din 

Shalil (1296-1316 A.D.) and completed shortly after his death in 1316 A.D. when Mubarak Shah 

Sialjl succeeded to the throne of Delhi. The inscriptional tablet now measures 3 ft. 8 in. 
by 1 ft. 2 in., but originally it must have been about 5 ft. in length for the second hemistichs 
of each of lines two, four and six are missing, and they originally having been arranged in 
separate panels would have made the length of the tablet 1 ft. 3 in. larger than its present 
size. The unfortunate feature about this inscriptional tablet however is, that it was deliberately 
broken to suit the size of another inscription which was carved on the back of the tablet by 
Sar Andilz liiiin an official of g^ah Jahan’a reign in 1049 H.i In the latter inscription the 
name of Sar Andtlz ©jan is mentioned as the builder of a mosque. From the vandalistic treat- 
ment offered to the original inscription it may also be surmised that the mosque which has been 
recorded in the latter inscription to have been built by Sar Andaz ©an may have only been 
repaired by him and originally built during the reigns of ‘Alau’d-Din and Mubarak ghah ©aljias 
mentioned in the former inscription. 

The original inscription is in Persian verse. The style of writing is NasM of an ornamental 
type such as was in vogue during the reigns of the early Sultans of Delhi. Originally the 
inscription consisted of six lines, comprising twelve hemistichs, each carved in a separate 
panel on the tablet. The fourth, eighth and twelfth hemistichs are missing now. 

I have deciphered the text as follows 

Plate XII (b) 

dlA. j! d) ^ j UJo ILc iM 

- • • - • ••• •••• ^ ^ (l’} 


. • • • • • • 




m • 


. . . . L£ dxJ (t®) 

id j J ^ • • • * (o) 

• • • ^ (‘j) 


TRANSLATION 

1 The king, ‘Ala’i-Dunya-o-Din (‘Alau’d-Din): may the throne of Paradise be his resting 

place! . j?: 

2 He laid the foundation but through the Muence of (Unlucky) stars. 

S (The king) with Darius’s glory, Mubarak Shah : may his empire remain safe until the 
day of resurrection ! 

4 The humble servant of both these kings • • • 

5 In the Hijra year 716 (1316 A.D.) dedicated them surely 

6 May God reward him (for this act of charity) - 


^Sar Andiz Bto hold the Fanjdan of the of Lucknow and Beswara durmg 

He also held the rank of one thonsand five hundred foot and one thonmd two hundred hprse. BndjM 
f (BibL Ind.), Vot I, Pt, II, p- 27«. 
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The inscription on the reverse side of the tablet is also in Persian and consists of two lines. 
The style of writing is Nasta Hlq of a fair class. 

I have deciphered the text as follows 

Plate XII (c) 

j)di| ^ y y; . ;! ju (t-) 


TRANSLATION 

1 By the grace of God the mosque was built for prayer during the reign of S^iah Jahan. 

2 (Eegarding) the year and date of construction say ; “ Sar Andaz Ejan was the 

founder’'. 

According to the Abjad system the phrase, Sar Andaz Klmi hud bm% gives the date 1045 H. 
(1635 A.D.), which represents the year of the construction of the mosque. 

The tlurd inscription from the Provmcial Museum, Lucknow, has also an unhappy history. 
It belongs to the rei^ of the Mu^al king Akbar, and originally the inscriptional tablet was set 
up on an iniportant bmlcbng, but later the tablet seems to have been removed from that buUdinu 
and through the ntihtarian zeal of some enthusiast dressed and shaped as a mill-stone. Th^ 

be!llh™d!f time, the letters carved thereon have 

been abraded and it is impossible to decipher the text of the inscription in full. 

inscItL^t L “"Ti ^ The 


Plate XIII (a) 
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translation 

Muhammad Akbar, the victorious kmg. 

In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate ! 

“ Holy. -Sultaii during the reign of the benevolent 

king, His Majesty Jalalu d-Din protect his kingdom and authority and diffuse his 

munificence and charity in the world. Almighty forever on 

the in the year 986 H. (1577 A.D.) 

The fourth inscription of the Lucknow Museum is also somewhat unusual, being carved on a 
brick, measuring 12 in. in length. It contains two dates 719 and 734 H., the first falling within 
the reign of Qutbu’d-Din Mubarak Khalji and the latter during the rule of Firoz Tu^luq. The style 
of writing is N askli.j but as the letters of the beginmng of the inscription have been abraded only 
the last two words of the text are legible, which read as follows : — 

Plate XIU (b) 

fSjjjjJ] 

vrr* VI9 

TRANSLATION 

the nobles and the generous ” 

719 H. (1319 A.D.) 734 H. (1334 A.D.) 

The fifth inscription seems to have been originally set up on a gate, which was built by some 
Nawab in the year 1172 H. (1758 A.D.). The style of writing is NasJo‘% and the inscription 
consists of five hues of Persian verse.^ 

I have deciphered the text as follows : — 

Plate XIII (c) 

(l) 

) eH) y (t-) 

'iV"! (r) 

L-ij’U ii)| ju ^ (p) 


TRANSLATION 

1 How excellent the gate of empire, which they have built and elevated its structure 

like the Pole star. . , ^ 

2 Upon it (the gate) the divine light falls from heaven like the rain (of mercy) on earth. 

3 It is sohd, strong and durable, having the constancy of the poles of heaven (*. e., the stars). 

4 The month and year of the building were communicated by the gracious mspirer, who 

huve s&sn the of benevoleiu)^ open a Ti \ 

5 When the Nawab built this gate, the (Hijri) year was 1172 H. (1758 A.D.). 

^The mscription is carved on a tablet, measuring 2 ft. 6 in. by 1 ft. 6 m. 

* According to the Abjad system the phrase gives the year 1172 H. 


*juAA.L*ju i lj 

«a/®T Jj'i olJjt 

jb ^JoX^ jO 

Mvr 
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THEEE INSCEIPTIONS FEOM GINGEE. 

By Fazal Ahmad Khan, M.A. 

I am deeply grateful to Mr. Ghulam Yazdani, who was kind enough, to allow me 
to work on inscriptions from Gingee, Halsingi and Pirapur, which I now publish 
with his kind permission in two articles. Further I acknowledge the kind help and 
guidance which he has giren me ungrudgingly. 

The impregnable rock -fortress of Gingee is in the Tindivanam Taluka of the South Arcot 
District, Madras, situated in 12° 15' and 79° 25' E.^ According to a most reliable 
and valuable source of historical information, the geographical position of Gingee has 
been marked out thus. It (Gingee) has got seven forts. On the east is Palamkota, and it 
stretches up to the sea on this side. On the north is Sihachal mountain, which bbtinds 
Carnatic and Arcot. In the western direction is Tirnamal, and towards the south 
Wardawar.’* 

At present the population of Gingee is, small, but when it was Gonquered by the Emperor 
Aurangzeb's general DhuT-Fiqar Khan, it became a very important division of Mughal 
administration in the Deccan. It comprised eight makals (districts), and its annual 
revenue amounted to 7J lakh of rupees.® Now the interest of the place is merely historical 
We lack definite historical evidence to show who first constructed the fortress, but the 
original archite'ctutal fe*atiite§ indibate that Some ruler of the ancient Vijayanagar dynasty 
built the fort. ¥lie lines of fortifications which cross the valley between the three hills 
of Eajagir!, Kistnagiri and ChaUdMya Druf, an of 7 square miles. Originally 

eath fortificlitidn hf 'a %all h tMck> built of granite blocks and filled ih 

with rubble, but later a huge earthen rampart, 25 to ^ feet thick, has been thrown up 
behind these walls, and rivetted on the inside With stone, while at intervals ih this 
rampart were built guard rooms. 

The fortress, as already mentioned, is defended by three formiclal;)le hills, connected by 
long walls of circiifavallation. The citadel stands on the Eajagirl hill, 5O0 to BOO feet high, 
and consists of a ridge t^minating in a great overhanging bluS facing the south and falling 
with a precipitous sweep to the plain on the north. At the point where thh ridge meets 
the base of the hfefi, a narrow and stbep mvine gives a difficult means of access to the top. 
On every other side it is inaccessible. Across this ravine were built three walls rising 
one behind the others which t6ii‘dbfed ah attack by eshalado impr<ieticable. The way to 
the summit leads through the three walls by several gateways.^ 

As mentioned above, the fortress of Gingee was a stronghold of the Vijayanagar 
kingdom, which wap At the hdght of its glory ahd prosperity at the beginning of the 
16tli century A.D., and was finally overthrown by the allied forces of , the Sultans of 
Bijapnr, Golconda, Ahmadnagar and Bidar in the year 1565 A.D. at the famous battle 
of Tilikota, when Rama“Baya Waa'-sMn,;'aMd/the. Confederates -maisChed .oh to Vijayahagar. 
It was not until 1058 A.H., 1638 A.D., however that Q^an .Muhammad, the Bijapur 
general with the military ailiahee -of Goleohdh- tibdpp, ' ^eaptured., the fo^rt from Raja Rup 
Kaik. a descendant of Rama Rayi, the Vijayahagar king* It Was for the first time in the 

history of the Carnatic that Muslims firmly established themselves there. The new thlers built 

1 JmpenoZ 

^ Account of the beceem under the kv rjhdU (original manu.script in possessioh of Mr. Ghulam 

W&zdani). 

^Ibid. 

^ I viper ml Gazetteer^ \roLXII. 
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mosques and otter buildings in tliis part, wHct had hitherto b^n a land of Hindu 
temples.^ 

As a result of Muslim conquest the vast country of the Carnatic was divided into two 
main parts ; the Hyderabad! and the Bijapuri, by an imaginary line from Tellore to 
Sadras, and each of these parts was further sub-divided into Balaghat (uplands) and 
Payanghat (lowlands). But the new rulers had not fully consolidated their conquests, and a 
large part of the country was still in the hands of unsubdued poUgars (local chiefs), 
or held by nobles who were independent of Bijapur and Hyderabad. The political 
situation was further complicated by Shivajf s invasion of 1677 A.D., and the establislinent 
of a new Maratha government at Gingee. Shivaji appointed one of his own officers to 
command the fortress, and it remained in Maratha hands for 22 years.^ 

After the fall of Bifapur and Golconda, Mu^al sovereignty was proclaimed over all the 
Carnatic by virtue of succession, but without any adequate force to make it eSective. 
After Shivaji’s death, Ms son-in-law, Harji, became Commander of Gingee. Harji invaded 
Hyderabad! Carnatic, north of the Palar river, and took possession of several forts and towns. 
On the arrival of the Emperor Aurangzeb’s officers, the raiders retreated and established 
themselves at Wandiwash. Harji died in 1689 A.D. Raja Ram arrived at Gingee, took 
possession of it and established his court there. Dhtil-Fiqar !^an, as supreme Mughal 
Commander, reached the environs of Gingee in the year 1690 A.D. The siege was prolonged 
for 8 years on account of the well fortified position of the fortress, and it seemed that 
Dhul-Fiqar Khan was deteiunined to take Gingee in order tc save his Credit with the 
Emperor. At last the fortress fell in the year 1698 and afterwards became the 

headquarters of the Muslim standing army in the Province of Arcot.^ The Emperor Aurangzeb, 
after the fall of Gingee, named that town Nusratgarh.^ It became an important centre 
of Mughal rule in the Deccan, and a mint was also established there. A silver coin 
of Emperor Aurangzeb issued from Gingee tnint is in the cabinet of Hyderabad Museum 
and considered to be unique.® Some silver coins struck at Nusratgarh, are also in the 
Hyderabad Museum collection^ and a detailed report on these cops has been published. 

NizamuT-Mulk, Qamaru’d-dm, Ohln Qilidi Khan, Khan Dauran, had held the Yiceroyalty 
of the Deccan under the Mughal Me in 1713 -M, and 1720 - 22 , and though in February 1722 
he went to Delhi to assume the CHef MinistersMp of the Emphe, he kept hold 
over the Deccan by means of his agents. In 1724 A.D. he went back to the Deccan with 
the intention of relinquishing the more responsible office at DelM: In a short time 
the entire Mughal Deccan was brought under Ms contpL The Emperor coB&tmei him 
in the Vicetoyalty of tho DecCto, ' the « of Isaf Jah in the jCar 172b A^D. 
At the time 6f Is^f Jah's 4eM, eMest sdn Mir Muhammad Panah Ghaziu^-Din 

asn, was at Delhi M# »ig 16^' se6^d , son managed to o 

the Deccan, and was at ^niirmM M Ihai post : Wf the Emperor with the ti e o 

Nkamu’d-Dauk. At this time Asaf daughter’s son, Mu^fiar Jang,, clannmg 

Viceroyalty, went to the Carnatic in concert with Ghanda SaMb, an aspirant to the Nawabship 
of AroOt. The two allies bought the help of Duplek and gamed ArcOt after killing its 


^ BasaUn, p. 329. 

^Cambridge Eistorgf Vol. IV." ■. , v- ^ 

^lUd. 

* Ma'aiUru'l-Umam, Vol. 2, p. 98 (Asiatic Society, Bengal). ^ Sr,.l.,pnlc 9 ioal Denartiuint. 

= An acc« of tAe ^ Axcineologioal B*pmia.nt, 

Hyderabad, for the year 1919-20 A.D. 
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Nawab, Anwaru’d-Din. Nasir Jang with troops marched to the Carnatic, came upon his 
enemies near Taladavar, captured alive Muzafiar Jang and returned to Arcot. In the 
meanwhile the English implored Nasir Jang to take the field against the_ French.^ He 
only decided to do so when he learnt that Dupleix had occupied Tiruviti and Gingee 
and was marching towards Arcotd The capture of Gingee by the French in the year 
1750 A.D.^ profoundly disquieted him. After this Nasir Jang set out, but was slain at 
the instigation of the French.^ The French held Gingee for 11 years. During this interval 
there was constant warfare between the English and the French in the Deccan, each trying 
to establish supremacy. In 1756 A. D. war broke out anew and lasted till 1761 
A.Dv, at the closing of which the French were left without a foot of ground in India.® 
It was in 1761 A. D. that Gingee passed to the English. In 1780 A.D. this 
fortress was surrendered to Haidar ‘Afi and played no important part in the subsequent 
campaigns. 

(1) Inscription on a bastion, Gingee Fort, 

The stormy history of Gingee fortress has already been briefly traced out, and we 
know how the ‘Idil Shahi troops brought Gingee under their subjugation in the year 
1058 H., 1638 A.D, It remained under ^Adil Shahi protection for about 40 years, and 
during this period many additions in buildings were made. The bastion on which the present 
inscription is carved was built in the year 1063 H., 1643 A.D. 

The inscription is carved on a slab which measures 1 ft. 6| in. by 8| in. The language is 
Persian and the style of writing NastdHiq, which developed to a high perfection during the 
time of the Mughal emperors, particularly in the reign of Akbar.^ My reading of the 
text is as follows : — 

Plate XIV (a) 

TRANSLATION 

Husaini bastion was built in tie year 1063 H., 1643 A.D. 




(2) Inscription on a mosque at Gingee. 

Gingee, after being taken from Maratha hands in the year 1698 A.D., remained the 
headquarters of the Mughal troops up to the year 1750 A.D. During this period new 
buddings were constructed in Gingee, and the mosque in which the present inscription 
has been found was completed in the year 1130 H., 1718 A.D. 

The inscription consists of four lines of Persian verse, which are written in Nasta'liq 
characters. The slab measures 1 ft. 9 in. by 1 ft. 7 in. It records the construction of 
a mosque by one Sa ‘id. Governor of Gingee in the time df the Emperor Farrutt-Siyar. It 

^ Cambridge Mistori/, YoL IV. 

^ Yah 2, p. 854. 

^Ibid., p. 852. 


xT m ®“P®ror Akbw. received a new impetus 
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also contains a chronogram giving the date 1130 H., 1718 A.D. My reading of the 
text is as follows ; — 

Plate XIV (b) 

c5A> Uo JL j] 

I I r- 

TRANSLATION 

(1) Sa'id, the successful (administrator), ordered the construction of a mosque at NusratgaTh.^ 

(2) Wisdom communicated the chronogram of the completion of the building : “ What 

a mosque, as if another Ka^ba has been builV^ 1130 H. (1718 A.D.). 


(3) Inscription in Sa'd’ullah Mosque, Gingee, 

This inscription consists of four lines of Persian verse, carved in elegant 
NastdHIq style. The slab bearing this inscription measures 4 ft. by 11 in. It records the 
construction of a canal, by SaTd, Governor of Gingee during the administration of 
Emperor Muhammad §hah of Delhi. It also contains a chronogram which gives the date 
1135 H., 1723 A.D. My reading of the text is as follows: — 






Plate XIV 


(c) 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 


lira 

TRANSLATION 

Sa‘id, the adoiner of the world, the envy of the sun, increased the water-supply 
of the city of Gingee by (the construction) of the canal, 

"Wisdom suggested the chronogram of this fountain of benevolence i “ l^ay this 
{stream of) bounty flow forever” 1135 H. (1723 A.D.). 


THEEE INSCEIPTIONS FROM THE INHl TALUKA, BIJAPUR DISTRICT. 

By Fazal Ahmad Khan, M.A. 

Indi taluka is the northernmost taluka of the Bijapur District m the Bombay Presidency, 
lying between 16° 56' and 17° 29' N. and 75°-33' and 76° 12' E. This taluka is an unbroken and 
almost treeless plain ; but towards the south and south-east where some streams flow, the 
country is populous and well cultivated.^ The villages of Halsingi and Pirapur are near Indi, 
where the three new inscriptions have been discovered. 

, Aurangzeb after the conquest of Gingee, named that town as Nu?ratgarh. (Ma'miru‘l.tJwira, 

yol. 2, p. 96). 

® Imperial Gazetteer, Vol. XIV. 
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(a) Inscription 0 / ‘Alaw’drBln A’fj.mai- Shah Bailmiani from Eahingl. 

The first of these three inscriptions is from HalsingL This inscription refers to Snitan 
‘Alau’d-Din Ahmad iash Baihmani II, who was the son of Sultan Ahmad SJiah 'VVall 
Baihmani. He ascended the throne at Ahmadabad Bidar, agreeably to the will of his father 
in the month of Eajab, 839 H. (February 1435 A.D.)^ and died of disorder in his foot, after 
a reign of 23 years, 9 months and 20 days in the year 862 H. (1457 A.D.).^ 

This inscription is of great historical significance, for it throws light on a system in 
vogue during the rule of Muslim sovereigns of India according to which stones carved with their 
names were fixed on the boundary line of their empire. This useful practice helps the historian to 
ascertain the extent of dominion of a ruler. In the present case we note that the Baihmani kina 
dom included Bijapur during the sovereignty of Sultan ‘Alau’d-Dln Alunad Sfiah Baihmani II 
Durmg this period Bijapur was first seized by the Sulp-n’s brother Muhammad ghan but 
later he surrendered, it when peace was efiected between the two brothers. When Dev Eav of 
Vijayanagar invaded the Baihmani kingdom in 1443 A.D., he reached as far as Biinpur At 
this time the Governor of Bijapur was ©an Zaman. The date when Sultan ‘ Alau’d-Din 
Ahmad ^jah. had this stone fixed is not known because the inscription contains no date. 

The mseription, consists of two lines carved on an irregular stone.a It is written in 
crude AosM style, and my reading of the text is as follows 


Plate XV(a) 




ejtial,*, aLui 

Translation 

“ The boundary of Sultan ‘AlauM-Kn Ahmad Shah.” 

(6) Inscription from a dargah at Plrapur. 

This inscription consists of fimr linefl Tt-a * "n • • . 

is carved on a slab in Naskh characters, and measures^l ff 10 in^bv 1 fTT^ 
building of a mosque By one Malik 'AbdiiT-O^dir sow nf ii, j ^ ^ ^ the 

Plate XVi^) 

• • • 4jt2ri.Uu fu] . , , ^2) 

omU. (2J 

* • * "• ‘ • ^ 




, 



1 Bngg% Voi, 
p. 449, 

»lt meaauies 2ft. 1 in. by 1 ft, 4 in. 
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S^XmW » a » « ® - 


lb 




(4) 




• . . . *J J _j aUc <(5) 

translation 

by the exalted Malik, ‘Abdu’l-Oadir ««« +1,= tn.- j: ,, , 

illustrious, Alimad lasn, son of Ilyas Eban... 7'^° b Se"" HijrryeM^.^'! 

(e) Another Inscription from the dargah at Pirapur. 

f “4 ‘lo "‘vi. of 

mitin. Na>4L. TUe slab beuniig the mseiijtioii measmes 1 it 6 in. by 1 ft. it teeotds tbe 

oonstmction of a well near the dargSh by the mother of Maiii ‘Abda'l-Qair. The data 
of the completmu of the well .s 1001 H., 1593 A.D. My reading of the teat is as follows 


Plate 3^¥(c) 

tab 

{*)lL cX6^) ^ ai£ L-iho 


TRANSLATION 

This well was built by the mother of Malik ‘Abdu’l-Qadir, the sou of Ahmad asn. 


SOME NEW INSCRIPTIONS FEOM THE GOLGONDA FORT. 

By Khwaja Mtuhammad Ahmad, M.A. 

Three iF!sc;i|itioDS of tho -guns of Auraugneb, which Wcre*fcW.Bd at Gcteouda some time 
ago, have already been published by Mr. G. Yazdaid, O.B.B., in the EpigrapUa Indo-Mos~ 

lemica iov 1913-14 and 1935-36. Subsequently the Archaeological Department of Hyderabad, 

has discovcrcfl two more guns of Aurangzeb at Golcouda, and I am indebted to Mr. g! 
Yazdani for kiiully allowing me to publish their mscriptiohs. 'iSid’'athir-i-‘Alamgm mentions 
the name of some guns while describing the siege of Golbohia by Atfrail^^bb> and *ates 
that they were used by him in the boihbaflfment <A the fort-; but ft no Mehflfon of 

the names of the two guns discovered recently: aMdagh they ate as important and nearly 
as large as the guns mentioned in the Mh-a^ir, the inscriptions of which were puKlshed 
by Mr. G. Yazdani previously. a It is possible that these twC guns may have been brought 
to Goloonda some time after its conquest by Aurahgjieb, otherwise, they would hot have 
remained unnoticed in the Ma’aihir. . 

Both of these guns are of bronze and are dated 1077 H. (4666 A.D.) and 1090 H. 
(1679 A.D.) respectively. The earlier gun, which, according to the inscifptioh caifved upon 
it, was called, Qal'a Kusha (Fort Gpeuer}, is mounted ‘oh a bastfoia to the Uofthwest Of the 
Baradari. It is 11 ft. in length with a bore 6 in. in diameter. The diameter at the muzzle 
is 1 ft. 3 in. and the circumference near the butt is 5 ft. 2 in. There are six ornamented 

^ Ma^ai/nr4-*AlamgM (BibL Ind.), 290. 

» Ejp-Mt, *I9r»-l4, q)|). -55-67 and T8464«,.i^. 
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panels containing ingoriptions arranged over the length of the gun. The third and th 
fifth panels have inscriptions in Arabic, their script being Thultji. The remaining 'eont' 
inscriptions in Persian and their script is My reading of the texts of the inscripti^^” 

is given below ^ 

Plate XVI (a) 


ojj IdA Oi Ja) ^1^^ 4^^ 

Second panel 

Third panel 

jj &Xm 

Fourth panel 
Fifth panel 

JiJ! )d4 

Sixth panel 

jtJf jjljJ jy 

translation 

Third panel: 1077 H. (1666 AJ).). 

Eourth panel: Qal'a Kus£a (Fort Opener gun). 

Fifth panel: Made by Muhammad ‘Afi ‘Arab 

M towards £ south-Xl^*^ tL* c^TaTco^d'”^ f situated at the foot of the Bala Hisar 
Ati^ Bar (Earning fire). It is 1 7 ft : inscription carved upon it is called 

diameter at the muzzle is 1 ft 7 in 01,4 i.L„ ^ in diameter. The 

four inscribed panels, arranged Lr^T 6 ft. 10 in. It has 

and the script Nasta‘liq, g • e language of the inscriptions is Persian 

I have deciphered the text as follows :— 


First panel: 


Plate XVl (t) 


( ) 


ft* iL> 





Plate XVI 





!4 

4 

< 

0 

tn 
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Second panel 

f ^ S ^ (U-jJU &Uv wy 

Third panel 

C^-C (S^Sk/6 

Fourth panel 

Jj'j Oj^b (j.Js' 


TRANSLATION 

First panel : Al)fiV.-?afar Muhammad MaLiu’d-Din Aarangzeb ^Alamgir Bahadur, the 
victorious king. (Regnal) year 22. 

Second panel : Atish Bar (Raining fire) gun. The holy Hijri year 1090. 

Third panel : Made by Muhammad ‘Ali ‘Arab. 

Fourth panel : Shots fifteen seers, gunpowder five seers according to the Shahjaham 
weight. 

In addition to the* above inscriptions, some more new epigraphs have been found on a 
mosrpie situated close to the Jallad Bar] in the Naya Qal'a at Golconda. It is a small but 
beautiful structure and has a dish-shaped vaulted roof. A full description of the building is 
published in the Annual Report of the Archaeological Department, H. E. H. the Nizam’s 
Government for the year 1347 Fasli (1937-38 A.D.). The Mosque according to an inscription 
carved on it, was constructed by Mulla Khiyali, who was one of the court poets of Ibrahim 

Qutb Shilh. ; . • 1 1 ^ j: n • 

Over the arch of the entrance to the mosque is fixed a tablet which bears the loilowing 

inscription in Thultji characters t — 




Plate XVII (a) 

w f “ 

iJca.) 4]iil ^ ]jcSi Hi j 

HI 


TRANSLATION 

■■VetBy tie pkc of wiJp .0= «t ai.it mto (M, .tefo» to,ta oot otto 

togetlei mtb God; Wlatevei Soa lias said K tioe.” , , , . . ,i 

Ihaais be unto God that during tie reign of fte who .» the defends of rath and 
is like a pole star to the world, that is king Ibrahim o goo na nre. ^ a hirf 

The apandrila of the an,h were at orm time drwrrattd beanOfaBy dry “o.™ wort. W 

the .tones whioh were inlmd haw. bton taken ont in recent times. An nmorrption m 

carved in the spandrils in style. 
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Plate XVII (b) 

ijLjl 

J {^Xm ^ J.f A< Lb <J,:=Lwj>e ^t 

liT^ j> ‘ijM';) t/l? ji ov ji 

Aqvv 


TRANSLATION 

Tke Propket, wkcm may God bless, kas said : 

Tke Muslim attains kis kigkest glory wkeii ke is praying, 

Tkis auspicious mosque kas been constructed by Mulla Kbiyali : it will be becoming if 
the maidens of paradise bring stones and bricks (for tke construction of the mosque). 

A piUar of paradise for kis founder in reference to that the chronogram of tke 

mosque is ^Hhe -pillar of paradise 977 H. (1569 A.D.). 

The interior of tke mosque shows traces of floral designs in gold and blue and also bears 
an inscription in tke mi^rab. 


Plate XVil (o). 

^t3( j ^ ^ii) Ul) o ^ ^ j[5 


* A VAAH Jl iV,/JLX 

Qur’an, chap. 9, verses 18-19. 

moo of hia iS 3 17 it, 7*“.“ 

Another inscription carved on the AahiafI Mosiid at^Golt^d °n*^ * Deccan from Isfahan., 
Sayyid Sadru’d-Din. ~ ^ “ * Golconda shows that ke was tke son of 

In the repairs recently done to the Muaa TliTTn' +i.= • • 

inscription lefenahg to the firsts •sibge-'bf GnlwiTwl portion of the Persian 

in 1656 A.D. kas been found. Mr. G. Yazdan' ’ X' ^ Mu^mmad; son of Aurangzeb, 

discovered before had sunnised tK iw i ** portion of the inscriptidP 

anh bcoan. Ih.p conldTToltlt ‘1» !*«. -th 'AbdnU. Q.tb 

fmmd correct by the This surmise has- been 

translation the inscMp tinm with tte l^ StdlnL^ 


1913-U, pp. 48^^! XTX 
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Plate XVIII (a) 

4li| 

W U) 

JI ; J (r) ^ ^ 

.og (i. (,) ^ jr ^ ^ ^ 

b jU; (>i) ^ ^ 

^ (a) .Liob J ,1^1 J ^ ^ ^_J 

J . . . . (i*) ^.L^ ilij ]j d*13jj;a«o^;oar(q) jy: ^ILJL b 

ci^ ^ 2^ cil ^i^(i() h ) ^jr cPk 

JoUJI ^IkLJl aL^ ^Uj ( , (-) OLy (i r) 

dt^yi .L:^S(,o) 

JA. ^_yjy> ^_^)IL J^{\ v) <iiijbUJ! iJ^jJloJ*/. i^UaJLJl c^isJj (., 

cjLL Jjji ^cw ii^j(|<)) Uiby oy. 4j' «:^tj yy ^^^j^(|A) 

y. vy >^ji ; •y (n) (-uj ^^;t^ jjj j ^ ^u^ju (,,.j 

^ j;; <»-J ;l oy j| ^ ^ ^Ua (i-r) «/ (t'l') 

lb Uojy t£ ^ ^Ir yk 4b| J.i^ (|.j,) : ^jtlk ij yjLsu* yL£)j/j| jjo^ ixi ((/|*) 

^yrl yk ytb j^Lu Jt^ (l^v) ^J_,‘bi' ,.yiJ |j yii 0’ .yjA (|,»]j 

u^Jub _j ollAi) _5^jy ikw jLy (uJ| ((< y Ja ^ ^jijjb (,</^) 

© jU.L^t)^UA/o j d^ ^Utj 

TRANSLATION ^ 

In tie name of God, the Compassionate aM Metciful. We praise and tliant God and 

seek His help and beg His pardon: maj Gpd hless Muhammad and his progeny and assoil 

them. After the above invocation : this great bastion, which is called the Haidari bastion 
in the fort of the city of Muhammadahagar, has been’ built for the reason that during the 
year 1066 H. Sulpn Aurang^eb, son of &bah Jahan, accompanied by a large army, besieged 
this fort. Among the nobles of the king was one, Mr Miran, who had promised to conquer 

the fort and make it over to the* king ^^w three days. He .*day and 

established and carried the. intrenchments and mines to the ditch (of the fort). As 

at this place was a small bastion, an order— obeyed by the world and respected in the uni- 
verse (liL to which the universe yields obedience)-^£ the lord of the time, the emperor of 
the period, the just SuMn, the shadow ~of God, Abu’l-Mu^affar Abu’l-Mansi5[r Abu’l-Ghazi 
Sultan ‘Abdulla Qu|b to the Wazir of the Wazirs of the time, the confidence of the 
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Royal Court, tlio trust of tiic State, tlic [jOian, tire exalted Coniiiiaud0i-in.-CIiief, Musa 
had the honour of issuing to this efect, that he himself be at the spot and occupy himself 
in repelling the enemy. Thereupon the exalted. Khan with all caution baffled the enemy 
day and night. And by the divine decree a gun-shot struck the l)ody of MTr-i-Miran in such 
a manner that he expired in that very iatrenchment (whence ho was bonibardiug the fort). 
Three days after his death peace was concluded. When the siege had been raised the 
siipieme orders were issued to the above-mentioned Khiiii (Miisa Ifliaii) that a large bastion 
be built at this place, so that the enemy might not get an o[)portunity to dig iiitrenchments 
and mines (on this side). In obedience to the auspicious (and) exalted orders, through the 
efforts of the aforesaid Khan this large bastion (was built) within a short time, and complet- 
ed in the year 1077 H. (1666 A.D.). And the architect's name — Dharina‘.ixar. 


SOME MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS PROM THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY AND ORISSA. ' 

By 6. Yazdani. 

During the last year the Superintendent for Epigrapliy, Soixtliem Circle, sent to me 
for decipherment and translation the rubbings of a large nuoiber of inscriptions from which 
I have selected eight inscriptions for publication in this Jourml. These inscriptions are 
interesting both from the historical and palmographic points of view and I have studied 
them in their chronological sequence so far as has been found practicable from their 
geographical positions. The earliest of these inscriptions, dated 20tli gbawwal 1063 H. is carved on 
a mosque at Poonamalle, in the Sriperumbudur taluqa of tlie Ciiingleput District. It is a 
bilingual record, in Persian and Telugu, mentioning the name of l\lir Jumla the well-known 
Quljb Shahi general, who by his conquests and statemanship estaldislicd Qiitb ;::^irihi rule 
in the Carnatic. The inscription shows him as the Governor of the province (Carnatic), while 
the name of another official, Rustam son of Dliud-Piqar is mentioned, who was apparently 
in charge of a district (^ari^ar), thus being subordinate to Mir Jurnia.^ 

The Persian version of the inscription consists of eight lines, the script btung NastaHiq.^ 
I have deciphered the text as follows: — 

Plate XVIII (b) 

ilApb ^ SlG ) AsILx 


(jLLU. ^J) 


aCU 41J) alA 4lJl 

(Sic) ^ ^Jijj 

ioh ^UJb j Ojf lb 


(BiW-Ind.), Vol.ni, pp. 530-55 

mscription is carved on a l^e aroh-slxaped tablet of black granite, measuring 4 ft. 5 in 


the apex to the bottom and 2 ft. 9 in 
%lgra.phlcal Collection, 1938-39. 


from 


m breadth. The inscription is registered as No. 303 of the Madras 



[a) Inscription on the Musa 
Burj, Golconda Fort. 


Plate XVIII 



[b] Inscription on a mosque at Poonamalle, 
near Madras. 
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TRANSLATION 
He hbareth and knoweth ! 

During the illustrious (?) reign of the king equal in rank to Jam^id, whose army is 
the heavenly host, the shadow of God,^ Sultan ‘Abdulla Qutb Siiah — may God preserve his 
kingdom till the day of resurrection — and during the government of the gracious Nawab, 
enjoying high titles, Nawab JumlatuT-MulkT Mir Muhammad SaTd— -may he live as long as the 
world lasts — the humble servant of the court, Rustam, son of ^uT-Piqar of Istarabad, built 
and completed the mosque. Dated 20th Shawwal 1063 H. (3rd, September 1653 A.D.)’h^ 

The Telugu version has been kindly deciphered by the Superintendent for Epigraphy, 
Southern Circle, and his reading of the text with its translation into English is given below 


Plate XVIII (b) 

Line. 1 Svsisti Sr! [Ij^] Vijayabh 3 nidaya-§ahvahana-&ka-varshambbulu 157[8] aguneti 
Vijaya-saihvatsara Bhadrapada ^u 13- 

2 lu yi ^ubhadinamatiiddu Golakorhdda simhasanadhisvarumdaina Hajarati Alam- 
pamiil Siilutanu A* 

„ 3 bdliulla Kutupu-Saharajugari karyakartalaina Hajarati Navabu Sahebulugari 

karyakarta [Pu]- 

„ 4 naraalli kota Havrdudarumdu Sujayita-AsarP Rustnm-bBegu Punamalh-sthalamamddu 

achaiii- 

„ 5 drarka-sthayiganu masidu katimchchinaru [f ] ganaka yi masidu samastamama 

varumiu paripalana «... 

6 6ayariigalavaru [|=^] paripalana ^esinavariki shoda§a-mahadanalu ^ ^esina-sukritaiii 

kaddu [1"^] im- 

,, 7 dku yavvaru vikhatam talamstunnar5 varu Kai^ilo gohatya Resina doshana poduru 

[ 11 *^] 

TRANSLATIOisr 


Hail! Prosperity! . 

In the (cyclic) year Vijaya corresponding to 157[8] of the victorious &livahana-^Saka 
era (on the) 13th fUhi of the bright fortnight (of the month) of Bhadrapada~~on this 

ampioioos d«y, Sujayita I»iti Eiutum bBegn. lie HmMiin of the fort »t Pim.m.lU 
(Poonamallco), the .gent of H.j.rttt N.va».SiMb.tagim (who ^ “0 

theogebt of il.mp.nnS Sulntton AbdnUS K.t.pn &h^)ns.rt.. th. lorf of Jh. 

Gokto., 4a, throne, bnilt .1 Pomm.lli (PoonmnaUfai) thi. moH.e, to l»t „ tag „ the Moo. 

TWore .11 people shell pioteet this mos,..: Those th.1 pn>l«rt- (it) trill get the 
merit of meting the einteen greet gifts ; those that cense obrtmotron (to rt) mil mem the sm 

of killing a cow at KaM (Benares). 


‘Abdulla given here are the same as those given in the Arpbar a^na 

inscription of t^ Gobond^ 
effect of wo!th»^ The following words can however be deciphered : 






built 


(r\ \ IL p aJLL 

translation 

Destroyed the house of idols and built a mosque, “'fi'lels 


. meanins ‘bearing the marks of valour’, i.e. yaliwt. 

= This is the Persian expression, ‘Shu^a’at Hlar meamn, nng 
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TMs Telugu version is engraved below tbe Persian inscription. The superstructure of 
the mosque is built of brick and mortar, the base being of stone, wbicb may have originally 
formed part of a Hindu temple. 

There is a slight discrepancy in the gaka date 157[8] given in the inscription. It must 
be §aka 1575, which regularly corresponded to the cyoHc year Vijaya quoted in the record. 
The astronomical details given for this date, namely, Bhadrapada, .^u. 13, furnish 

the English equivalent A.D. 1653, August 26, which according to the Indian Ephemerisoi 
L. D. S. Pillai was the 12th day of §hawwal month of 1063 H., whereas the Persian date 
as deciphered by Mr. Yazdani, is §iawwal 20.^ 

The next inscription in chronological order is from a mosque at Cuddapah, which was 
the seat of the Qutb ghahl governors of the Carnatic in the middle of the seventeenth century 
and later of the Mughal governors. The inscription mentions the name of Aurangzeb and 
records the breaking of idols and the building of a mosque in the Hijri year 1103, corresponding 
to 1692 A.D. The first two lines of the inscription are benedictory, consisting of religious 
texts and a prayer for the longevity of the king’s life. The language of these two lines 
is Arabic. Afterwards there are 8 lines of Persian verse ; arranged in sixteen panels, each 
panel containing an hemistich. The style of writing is ThuUh of an intricate type, such as is 
usually found in the inscriptions of South India. ^ I have deciphered the text as follows : — 


Plate XIX (a) 

jUob jAlaJl >1% j jj) ^J) 

jjlb Jt£0 ( I ) 

j/ /yj J (c) 


.or 

^r~ jl iSmJ 

4^^^ WUj ^ 

Jj 

J yyib 
u-ftj'U 

4 & I iXwsi/ft ^JLwgj ijuM Uq 


ij) ^ ^ (p) 

J (o) 

^ sf (a) 


(X/ssM j j ♦!*» 


i» apparently tJi*#. te the fa<^ that the Telugu 
engraved eight days later than the Persian record. ^Editor] ^ 

« The tablet on which the mscripbion Is carved njeasures 2 ft. 7 in, by 2 ft. 


versicm was 


{a) Inscription on a mosque at Cuddapah. [b] Inscription on another mosque at Cuddapah. 
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TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate ! Praise be to God the 
Lord of all worlds, and blessing and peace be upon Muhammad, the apostle of God’ and 
upon all his descendants and companions. 0 God, help Islam and the Muslims by preserv- 
ing the kingdom of Abu’z-Zafar Muhiu’d-Dln Muhammad Aurangzeb Bahadur, the 
world-conquering (‘llamgir ) and the victorious king. 

1 Blessed be the ruler of the world, the refuge of universe ; whose name, effaces 

the existence of sin. 

2 Since the time of Timur, who conquered the kingdom of Romans, there has been 

no ruler just like the present king (Aurangzeb). 

3 The how which he has stretched by his powerful arms, is such that the echo 

of its twing^ has reached the ^ (distant) . seas. 

4: Hy the sword, which the powerful king, has wielded, panic has sprung (even) in 

the ocean. 

5 Although the king of the time is not a prophet, yet there is no doubt in his 

being a friend of God. 

6 He built the mosque and broke :the idols (at a time) when 1103 yeam had 

passed from the flight ( of the . Prophet). 

7 I inquired of Wisdom regarding the chronogram : . the unknown inspirer uttered 

these words secretly in my ears : 

8 This house of Divine grace and benevolence was built in the year to he 

obtained from Muhammad Ra4^%. ’’ 

In the year 1103 H. contained in Muhammad Rada’i. 

According to the Ahjad system of reckoning Muhammad Rada^i gives the date 1103 
which tallies with the year given in the inscription. 

The third inscription in chronological order is also from' Cuddapah, b6ing carved on 
three stone tablets, one of which is rectangular in shape and the other two circular. The 
rectangular tablet measures 2 ft. 7 in. by 1 ft. 6 in. while the two circular tablets are 
1 ft. in diameter each. The style of writing is ^uUh of an ornamental character and 
the language is Arabic as well as Persian. The Arabic text contains the Kalima and 
the names of the ‘four companion^’ of the Prophet Muhammad. The Peimn text com- 
prises a verse mentioning the construction of a mosque by ‘Abdu’n-Nablin 1135 H. (1723 A.D.), 

The text has been deciphered as follows : — • 

PLATE XIX (b) 

Rectangukr-tablet. 

Middle: Islamic creed. 

In comers: 

^ h Jdr j (ij JtWJ 

Circular tablets. 

( f ro ^ 
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TRANSI.ATION 
Rectangular tablet. 

In the middle : The Islamic creed. 

In the comers: By the truthfulness of Abu Bakr, the justice of ^ Umar, the honour of 
‘Uthman and the knowledge of ‘All ! 

Circular tablets. 

By the help of the master, ‘Abdu’n-NabI, they (the olllcials under ‘Abdu’n-N’abi) 
built the house of the Holy Prophet (ic., the mosque) in 1135 IL (1723 A.D.)* 

The next inscription in chronological order is dated 1159 H. and it is carved on a 
slab jhxed over the entrance of Hadrat Ahmad ghah’s tomb at Ciiddapah. According to 
the inscription the saint was born in 1072 H. (1662 A.D.) and died in 1157 IL (1744 A.D.), 
during the reign of the Mughal Emperor, Muhammad ghrdi. The inscription further states 
that the tomb of the saint was built through the efforts of Silbu Biln, tlie daughter of 
‘Abdu'n-hiabL The latter is apparently the same person who built the mosque at Cuddapah 
(supra -p. 55) and who was apparently the Governor of the Carnatic during the reign of 
Muhammad Shah. 

The inscription is carved on a tablet measuring 4 ft. }>y I ft. 5 in. The style of 
■writing is ’Hhulth of an intricate type which has made the iriHiiriptioii diilicult to read. 
The language is Persian and the inscription is in verse consisting of four lines. I have 
deciphered them as follows : — 


PLATE XX (a) 


Vi.— ajU) 

A. j I DV 


«lj ([.) 

4 I .yr 


d-saa.. vi/'A aic jlLii 4_ <i_ jjLe (r>) 

jy, ^ ^ ] ^b J^i SI, iJL: J JUf j! (f) 

* I I 81 


TRANSLATION 


1 The perfect guide, Mir Ahmad Shah, may God bless him, was always a benevolent 

preacher of the faith of Ahmad, the chosen Prophet. 

2 The chronogram of Ms birth was (contained in the phrase): “How excellent is the 

worlds ’’ : again how happy is his demise, 
or ^ e vine mspirer has suggested the phrase : ‘ He became the associate in 
raradise , as chronogram. 


3 Sabu the daughter of the illustrious Kfean, ‘AbduM-Habl, and the wHe of 

bayyid Muhammad of exalted rank. 


aoble descent (this tomb was built) anu 
p rase, e eased abode of guidance’ was composed as the chronogram. 



Plate XX 

(a) Inscription on the tomb of Ahmad Shah at Cuddapah, Madras Presidency. 
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Scale -125 


Inscription on a tombstone, survey 
No. 437, Nizampatanam, Madras 
Presidency. 


(c) Inscription on a tombstone in the 
village Nizampatanam, Madras 
Presidency. 
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The fphrase Bdr-i-afM U’l-kuda (the blessed abode of guidance) gives the date 

1169 H. (1746 A.D.). . . 

The next two inscriptions axe comparatively of an earher date than the previous 

inscriptions, being dated 1018 H. and 1026 H. respectively. They are carved on two 
slabs found near a dargah at Nizampatnam, a village in tbe Bapatla taluq of tbe Guntur 
district. The texts of these inscriptions have a strong resemblance to the epitaphs found 
on the" tombs of Qutb ghahi and ‘Adil Siahl nobles at Golconda and Bijapur. The 
earlier of these two records bears the name of Khvajah ©ah Haidar of Isfahan, while 
Z other mentions the name of Zainul ‘Abidin of Ardastan. It is not unhkdy that 
these two persons had some kmd of connection with either the ‘Adil ghalu or e Qu. 
Shahi Court. The inscriptions begin with rehgious texts in Arabic and end with Persian 
Srses referring to the transitoriness of the world. The Arabic texts are inscribed in the 
ThuUh characters while the Persian verses are in the Nmta‘hq script. The text of e 
inscription bearing the date 1018 H. has been deciphered as Mows 

PLATE XX (b) 

^Ib 

^ I I OJ w 

( irrfj ) ^ ^ ^ J ^ 


0 1^* 

( , 1*1 A jyi 

^ j, dIdA) ( -^ ) ^ V ;> U-J 

TKAlJSLATlON 

' 0 GodI 

s: 

„„„a of E.W I, lOlS H.(M.yJoo«lW^-P->- _ 


SJJI-i 1015-16, pp. 26.27. 


trandation see 


S8 


EPIGRAPEIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


Verse 

Then , slouldst not feel sorry for old friendship A.a life is to pass 

away, it is of no consequence whether it is sweet or bitter : when the call from God 
comes, it is immaterial whether you are in Baghdad or Balkh. Even if you succeed 
in possessing wealth, at last you shall leave it. 

The other inscription has been deciphered as follows : — 

PLATE XX (c) 

I “ 

^ oU, 

ftU| ,lAjl ^ Ui jl I . f. ^ aL« JjJloLa. »U 

^ob. o ailo/ 0^ Ij y ^ 

cf* J>» OtJ ^ *$“ ;0 ^ iS sfjJb & r 

^ j] »di^O ^ 


TRANSLATION 


ra. aiite d«i.. JUBtl M-t^nnadl 'Ain 

Ood ble. hiMi 0. a. 

this frail world to the everlastinir lemo 7> dth May, 1617 A.D.) he niatehed from 

will take hia. kto Hi, MemTmiTr't ^ ® “S'" '''‘"V “ 

■Iiis mercy. (Visitors) should remember him by prayer. 

Vcxs0 

^ ^gardT ‘ho 8n« pl«it> epiang up in the 

sprouting from i^ """ ^ring-tide so that thou mayst see verdure 

.ahle?»lr;J“5t"the™ooS" “f S' H. re,pootivoly. and their 

dated 1U7H. wi orighln" « nn ^T^a ^ »* h'”"'- The in«=ription 

of which is not known. The inscrintinn^ ^ entrance of an ImSm Baya,® the provenance 

inscription consists of two lines of Persian v.,.«e 


iMs-ieT^TleliL — — 

A place of worship of the gJifa f -r ' 

dedicated to tto glorifleation of : to aobirdeeds“J ^ ^ 




4 . 
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The style of writing is j^astdHlq of a fair class.^ I have deciphered the text as 
follows : — 


PLATE XXI (a) 

lAjj t-jb ijI f ) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) A lofty gate has been built by an exalted servant of Hasnain,^ 

(2) As regards the chronogram Nisbat remarked : “ Say : it is the gate of the mausolmm 
of the two sons of ^AIL 1147 H. 

The phrase according to the Abjad system gives the year 1147 H* corresponding to 
1734 A.D., falling in the reign of the Mughal Emperor, Muhammad Shah, who ruled 
from 1719 to 1748 A.D. 

The second inscription refers to the building of a mosque by one Fatima Begam in 
1188 H. correspoading to 1774 A.D. and falling within the reign of i^ah ‘Alam II 
(1759-1806 A.D.). The style of writing is very beautiful, being Nastd‘llq of a high class. 
The inscription consists of two lines of Persian verse which are carved on a tablet, 

measuring 2 ft. 9 in. by 1 ft. 

The text has been deciphered as follows 

PLATE XXI (b) 

iijU |o) Ij ^ 

^U,| V-wU jt Jlw Jl (p) 

I 1 AA 


TRANSLATION 

(J> Fitim* Begam baUt a moaque with tie net. ofglori^God. , . 

® The impim. wggMt^i ^e eto.»g«m beartily: “A moeqae tie 
' ’ laid olpiety la. b«a bailt ana*." 1188 H. eom^ag to 1™ A.D. 

an INSCEIPTION OF ■ALiCMlN KBAUl BECENTLY DBCOYEBED ATMDTTBA. 

Bv Khan Bahadto Zafab Hasan, Supeeintbndent, Aeohjeologioai Sxmvifr, 

NoBTHEEN CIBCLB, AgEA. . ™ 

Mr I S arowse in his weU known Memoir 0 / Moto (Part I, p. 64) wnt^ : "Thus, 

- 2 --Ti L™. . ^ 



60 


EPIGMPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


interval between the invasion of Mabmud in 1017 A.D., and the reign of Akbar in the 
latter half of the sixteenth century.” Contrary to this belief I was incidentally informed 
a few days ago of an old Persian inscription to be found in the dargah of a Muslim 
saint named Ma^diim Shah Wilayat at Muttra. My informant, Maulvi Qadir-i-Azam, was 
unable to read the epigraph, but he told me that he could decipher “ Sikandar-i-Thani ” 
in it. This title was adopted by ‘Alaii’d-Din Khalji, and, as according to the reading 
of Maulvi Qadir-i-Azam, the record seemed to belong to that emperor, it was considered 
to possess great historical importance. I took an early opportunity to inspect the epigraph, 
and it is much gratifjdng to note that it responded to my expectation. I visited the 
d>irgak under notice in company with Mr. Ikram-ul-Haq, 1. C. S., the Joint Magistrate 
of Muttra, on the 27th of August 1939. It is situated at the Sami Ghat and consists 
of a small enclosure with the grave of the saint covered by a sandstone shed and lying 
about its centre. There are a few other graves in the compound, while the north-east 
and south-east corners of the enclosure are occupied by two domed tombs, the former contain- 
ing three graves and the latter only two. The enclosure, so to say, is an aucient Muslim 
cemetery. 

The epigraph is fixed on one of the north openings of the south-east tomb. The dome 
of this structure, supported originally on eight stone columns, is constructed on the corbel- 
ling principle with stone slabs overlapping one over the other, and it apparently belongs 
to the early period of the Muslim occupation of India, when the Indian builders still 
lacked the skill of constructing a true dome. The other tomb, which is also covered by a 
dome supported on twelve stone columns, is of a later date, probably of the Tu^luq or 
Lodi period.^ 

Unfortunately the inscription, which is engraved on a red sandstone slab, is fragmentary. 
It is in Persian verse inscribed in NasTch characters, and seems to have originally con- 
sisted of four lines of which only the second and fourth and also the small endings of 
the first and third exist. The epigraph runs as follows : — 


PLALE XXI (c) 

Wj (l) 

(Xw lolAi' ^ 1 • • • • (0 

translation 

1 reign of Sultan ‘Alai-Dunya-wa-Din Stat Sikandar-i-3Diiani. ' ' 

2 the ruler of Gujrat, opened at tke mosque of Ulugli Khan. 

The event to which the epigraph refers is not clear. It however mentions ‘Alan’d-Din 
malji jnth his title Sikandar-i-aSni (Alexander the Second), Gujrat and the mosque of 
^ ^^*^an nobles who are known to have borne the title 

of Ulu^ ©an, one Ghiyaf^u’d-Dm Balban before he ascended the th^one^ and the other 
Almas ^B^, the toother of ‘Alau’d-Bin ©alji.« Almas Beg Ulu^ ©5n was deputed 

M— 1297-98 A.B.). and it ts heh eved that our inscription alluding to that expedition 

been noticed in the mna Gazetteer, 

6’,t the date aligned to them ia of the sixteenth 

» % piau d^Din Bami, Persian text, Bibliotheca Indioa, 1862, p. 26. 

Gw, tata.., pw t p, 
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records the erection of a mosque at Muttra by that noble. Early Muslim inscriptions in verse 
are very rare in India, and in this respect also the epigraph possesses an interest. 

Evidently the inscription does not belong to the tomb on which it is at present fixed. 
■Outside the enclosure, however, there is an old wall-mosque marked by three 
recesses » The central one of these mi^mbs is of red sandstone and bears a Qur am 
inscription, which is partly obliterated, but the style of the script lends it a g^ea* “U- 
quity. It is not improbable that the mosque referred to m the mscription of Alamd- 
Din Khalil is this wall-mosque, and that that inscription was ori^Uy fixed on it. Ihe 
Custodian of the dargah related that the sacred buildings at the 
lately by floods and that certain repairs were executed to them. He added that it was 
on L occasion that the inscribed slab of ‘Alau’d-Din ©alji was set up at ite pt^ 
place. He had no information of the original site of the mscnption, nor was he aware 
,as to what happened to the missing portion of it. 


; there i.~a 

1 Immediately to idd* by » 

«:owaed by three domes and JUuntea oa 
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Ahivant fort . . ‘ • « 

Ahn^^wiabad Bidar . . * < 

Ahmad ij^an, s. o. Ilyas J^an . . 

Ahmad KMn Niyaz! . 

Ahmadnagar kingdom of the Ni?am Shahi 

dynasty 

Ahmad ^lah I, Sultan of Gujarat . 

Ahmad ^ah Baihman! . • ‘ 

Ahmad ^lah, 9a(Jrat, Mlv ; tomb of, at Cudda 
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Jarret’s translation 17 (f.n.), U (fM) 
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28 
. 18 

I3(f.n.) 
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of, ...... , 63 (/.w.) 
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Archseological Museum, Hyderabad . . 43 
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Ashraf Husain Sahib, Manlavi . . . 8, 7 

Ashrafi Masjid at Golconda . . • • 80 

Ashtiir, a suburb of Bidar, where the Baihma<d 
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Ashtur well, inscriptions from ■ ■ • 
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itish Bat (Bailing fire), a gun at Golconda . «,49 
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47, SO, 61, 84 88 

Aurangzeb ^ah, ^Alamgir . • .31,42 
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of India 17 
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Babt’i Qaqshal 19 

Babur ....... 38 

Bada Ba^, Great mosque ; inscriptions at . 29 

Bada Ba^ inscriptions (Gwahor State) 23, 28, 30, 
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Bagdad ....... 67 
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Bala 5i§ar, Golconda fort .... 48 
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Bandl Bagfe at Bhonrasa, Gwahor State . 23, 32 
Band! Ba^ji, inscriptions at . . , .23 
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33 

Baradari, Golconda fort .... 47 
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Barid l^ahi court . , , j 

Banri Piau’d-Din; author of TariM-i-Ftroz 

Ji(isoii^nu-s~S(uatin ... 2 43 (^f 
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Balban from, .... g 

Benares .... • * * 9 

Bengal Sultana 17 

Berar • . ’ ^ 

Beswara ; 9f, . . *iq/^ \ 

Betwa, river . . . : ; 

Bhanwar Singh, Baja * » . ! 1 23 

Bharatpur State .... * ^ 

Bhilsa District, Gwalior State • . . 22 

Bhonrasa, Gwalior State, Muslim inscriptions 

from, • • • . . 22,25,26,34 

Bhonrasa, fort at . . , ^ 27 28 

Bhonrasa, ‘Idgah with inscription . 

Bhonsalas ' ^ ^ 
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Bidar Port . , . ! * 6 
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Bijapur . . . . . 

Bijapur, Sultans of, . 
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Camatio, Madras ... 42, 43^ 44^ 62 
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Champaner, Jami‘ Masjid at, . , . * 16 

Champaner, Persian inscription from the dami* 

Masjid S'fi 12 

Champaner, aohan Bavals of . * 13 

Chanda, Raja of, • * • - • 36 
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23. 25.26 

Ohanderi, Bundela Rajas of . . . , 23 

Chanderi Raja of Gwalior ... 36 (f.n.) 

Chandor, ancient fort of. . . 7, 8, 9, lo, 11, 12 
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Chandor W 

Chandraya Drug, fortifications on, m the South 
Arcot District, Madras . . . . ' 42 

Chatmohar railway station (R. B. B.) , * 37 

Chingleput District, Madras Presidency . . 62^ 13 

Qfiohan Rajputs |3 

Qhohan Ravals of Champaner , 43 
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Crrfton, E. M. ; Director General of Revenue,’ 

His Exalted Highness the Nizam’s Govern- 
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Cuddapah, seat of the Qufh Siahi governors 
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century 55 

Cuddapah, Persian inscription from a mosque 
at 
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Dara Shukoh 

Darius "Z 

Dashkahonia (Sherpur, Mymensingh District) . 17 

Daatur Ighan Qaqshal, ring-leader of the 
Qaqshal rebels . • • • • 

Dardatabad (Devgiri) fort . . • • » 

Dayal, Prayag ; Curator, Provincial Museum, 

Liioknow 2 

Delhi 

Dev Ray of Vijayanagar . • • • 

Dhamoni, Saugor District (C. P.), two Persian 
inscriptions from, . . * • - 

Dhamoni, fort at, . • • • 3V56, de 

Dharma^har, the architect who constructed 
the Musa Burj at Golconda . • * 

Dhasan river ' Z IZl 

Dhodap, ancient fort of, . • 7, 8, J, ii. 

Dhh’l Fiqar ghan, Aurangzeb’s general . 4-. « 

Dhumeihvara temple inscription . • 24 

Dikshit, K. N.; Director General of Archaeology 

in India ’ ‘ ‘ ’ n 

X>iE-i-Ilahl . • * OK 

Director General of Archieology m India , 46 

Doe’s tomb at Kheda in Gwahor State . 32 (/.».) 

Drake-Brookman, I.C.S., author of the ^ ^ 

OazeUeer, Mvibra . • \ ’’ 

Dupleix, the French General (later the Viceroy 

of French India) • • • • ‘ ’ 
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Ik KhambI mosque, Bhonrasa, GwaUor State 32 
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Faqir ‘Abdu’e-Samad . • • * ‘ 

Farruto-Siyar, Emperor . • • * 
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triot) . • • • ’ 2g 
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of Abmadnagai • ’ ' • ‘ 
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Government of India * • * * 

Fadl ‘Ali Kfean, inscription on ‘Idgali of, at 
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tete’d-D-m ^an, SCr Muhammad Panah. 

eldest son of Asaf Jah I . • * * 5 6 

^iya^u’d-Dunya wad-Din, Balban • • » 

^iya^u’d-Din Balhan (Ulu^ lhan) . 

Ghiyathu’d-Din Xugtfuq, inscription of, from ^ 
Asrawa Khurd near Allahabad . • '* 

^iyath Shah, Sultan of Malwa • * is' 19 

Ghoraghat in Eangpur District . y ^ ^ 

Gingee, three inscriptions from • ' ' ’ 44 

Gingee, inscription on a mosque ^ 

Gingee fort, inscription on a bastion at, • 

Gckal Das, Baja of Bubulpore ^ ^ 

Golconda . . • * . ^ „ 4.7 50 

Golconda fort, some new inscriptions fioJn . , ^ 

Golconda, Sultans of) . • • ' ' 

Gomalli, inscription &om a mosque at, ( ^ 
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tor of the rajas of Bharatpur and bhe^- 
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at K5maffl, Bharatpnr State ’ . ‘ „ 

Growse, F. S,. author of the Memoir of 
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Gujarat ’ ’ ‘ . . 22, 2^ 

Gwalior State • ' ' * 23 

Gwalior State Archseological Deparbmen ^ 

‘ Gwalior Fort , . * * * 


Gaidar, son-in-law of tite Pr P^ ^ 29,33,34 

mad • » • * 44 
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ijaidarl Bastion, Golcon(^ Rnnbay 

Halol Taluqa, Panoh Mahals District, Bmnn y 

Presidency * • • * 



66 


EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


Page 
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5 asan Elan, builder of the fort of Bhonrasa, 

Gwalior State 27 , 28 

Ifasnain, the two grandsons of the Prophet 
Mubaiomad .... 69,59 (/.».) 

Hat|ji Qabr, Bhonrasa, Gwalior State . . 32 
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History of Gujarat by Commissariat 
Horse Tomb at Chanderi 
Humayun-i-Akram Barid ^lah . 

Husain, grandson of the Prophet Mutam- 

(/.?i.) 

Husami Bastion, Gingee fort, inscription on, . 44 

Husain Nizam Shah 
Husain Shah, Sultan of Bengal 
Husain ^ahl Kings of Bengal 
Hyderabad 
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Ibrahim Abu Bakr Naus^'rwan . . a 

Ibrahim Adii ^ah. II of Bijapur . " ‘ 45 

Ibrahim Qutb ^ah of Goleonda . .* * 49 59 

Ikhtiyaru’d.Din, Court noble of the reign of ’ 
^lya^u’d-Din Tu^uq ... g 

H^tiyaru’d-Din Afghan , . - 

Ifchtiyaru^d-Dln Etagin 
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Imam Bara ^ ^ 

Imperial Gazetteer . / 42 ff in V ak 
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Iha Taluqa, Bijapur District, three tocrip* 

Indian Epkemeris, by L. D. S.,Pillai * ka 
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Bengal .... 
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builder of the Ashtur well . 23, 
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State) 

Jahangir 

Jahangiri weight 
J ai Singh, Raval of Champaner 
Jalalu’d-Dln Mubammad K^ah Akbar 
Jallad -Burj, Goleonda fort . 

I&mi *Masjid at Champaner . 

Jamshid, the celebrated ruler of Iran 
Jangdar, meaning a ‘ warrior ’ 

Jauhar ‘ Ali Khan Qaqsbal . 
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Jaunpur • . . , 

Joshi, R. M., Superintendent of Bidar 
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Presidency 13 (f.n.), 15 (/„ 
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Hamal Khan of Lahore 
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San Zaman 

San Zaman, governor of Bijapur' 
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28,2 

11 , 1 ; 
11 , 1 : 
17 , 1 ! 
18 , H 


32 (/. 



INDEX 


67 


Khwaja Muhammad Ahmad, Curator, Hyde- 
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Lodi period 
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Mahmud of ^azni 

Mahmud KKaljl, Sultan of Malwa . . . 13 

Majnun.nan, leader of the Qaq^al rebels 

who succeeded Babu’I Qaqshal ... 19 
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MaMldum aah Wilayat, Dargah of, at Muttra 60 
MakM Darwaza, Goloonda fort, . • ’ . „ ,,j 
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Malik Sudha,.an officer under Mahmhd Begra 
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Akbar , . . • • • -18,19 
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inscription at 

Miyan Mu'azzam . * • • * fg 

Miyan Mu‘azzam ]^an , . • • 

Mihmanshahi, Pargana . * • * 

Mur Ahmad ^ah, Dargah of, at Cuddapah 58 

MTr Jumla (Nawab Jumlatu’l-Mulki Mir 
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general). . . • . 52, 52 (/.u.), 53 
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Mirza Murad s. o. Jauha* ‘AH ©an 

Qaqshal 
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of Gujarat , . • • 

Malwa, Sultans of, . . • • • * 

Manchnafort. -■ . • • * * 

Mandla Gond Dynasty » 

Man Singh, Raja , ^ 

Mansur Khan, A‘zam . * ' 

Marathas /rf' ^ ■ • ’ ' ' 

Maratha Empire . • • 

Marathi inscriptions of Bidar 

Markanda fort . • 

Markande Gate, Bhonrasa fort (Gwahor 

State) 

Markande stream, (river/ «< 

Markande Rishi . 
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Survey, Western Circle . . • * " 38 

Mongalkot inscription 

Mu'azzam Khan , . • • * * 37 gg 

Mu'azzam, Miyan . • . ’ • * * 41 

Muha‘kk Khalji, Qutbu‘d-Din . • • 

Mubarak ^an, Khan-i-Mu‘azzam . • 

Mubarak Shah Khalji . . * , * * * 8 

Mu^al Empire ^ 

SrsTAp.-. : 

Muhammad ‘All ‘Arab, the gun-maker . . 

Muhammad, Prince, Aurangzeb . • • 

Muhammadabad, name given to Pawagadh by 

Mahmud Begra . . • • * ^ 

Muhammad Haji • • 1 * j 

Muharnmadnagar, the old name of Golconda . 
Muhammad, s. o. Sayyid SadrS’d-Dto a 

famous calligraphist of the reign o ra im ^ 

Qutb Shah . • • * * * 

Muhammad Radal (1103 H.) • * ko 

Muhammad Shah, the Mu^al Emperor 45. 66, 69 

Muhammad Shah I. Sultan of Gujarat . ^ . 

Muhammad LaHf, s.o. Muhammad ?anf ^ 
Earuqi 31 

Muhammad Siarif • • V. • \ w 

Architecture 

Burgess . • • * i 

Mulla myall, one of the court poets 


. 50 
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Ibrahim Quth Shah . • • ‘ f 1 

Bihl. Ind. . • vL * 

Murad Khan, Nawab, Mirza • • ’ 

Murshidabad . • • ■ * 

Musa Burj, Goloonda fort . • • * 

Mtlsa Khan, Commander-m-Chief of the 

Golconda forces . • • -g^gg^eo.ei 

Muzaffar Jang, grandson of A?af Jah I • > 
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Mupffar IX> Sullau of Gujarat *. . « 

Mymensingli District . • ^ , 
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Eander • • , . ^ ^ ^ 

larsoram, who constructed the SuMa Tiratha 
Gate of the Bidar Port in the reign of ‘ A It 
B arid’l 2 

Kasik • . f ' g 

Nasii Kstriot . . . 7, 9, jq, u, 13 (/.».) 
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Asaf Jah I . , ^ ^ ^ . 43 44 

Nasira’d-DinNu?ratajali,Sulpn of Bengal . ’37 

HasSi characters of the Bayana insoription of 
Sulpn Balban ... 

Navagram, Pahna District, Bengal j 

Navagram inscription ... 

Nawab Anwani’d-Din of Arcot , ! ] 

Nawab I^as an official under Aurang- 
“b ' ' ' ■ • . . 28 29 

Nawab Jumlatu’l Mulki KOr Muhaminad Sal'd 

(Ifflr Jumla), weHtoown Qutb Shahi 
general , . ' . ^ ^ 

Nawab Mirza Murad Khin 
Naya Qal‘a at Oolconda . [ ] > ' 

Naaim Dr. M. ; Superintendent, Arehaologi* 
cal Surrey, Central Circle . 

Nisbat, pentname of a poet 
Nizampatnam, a village in the Bapatla Taluqa 
of Guntur District , . , 

Nizam ^ahi kings (Dynasty) 

Nizam Kingdom 

Naair Jang, seo'ond Ion oi 

Nijamu’l-M^, Qamru’d-Din, fflio Qmoh 
Khan-i-Da,^, Hn^ai Viceroy of 

theDeccan,(later Aaaf Jab) . , . 

Nvwatgarh, mint name giyea to Giingee by 
Aurangzeb , . .0 L,,. 
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Palamkota , ^ * • 2 

Palar river 4 * ' • • 42 
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Parvez (Prince) . 
Paul Horn, Dr. . 
Pawagadh, fortress of 
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Qadir-i-Azain, Maulvi * • go 

Qal'a KusJja (fort-opener), a gun at Goiconda* 47, 48 
Qalandari mosque, Bhonrasa (Gwalior State) . ' 3^ 

Qandhar fort , . . , a 




a’s Sher ^dh , 

Q^shal, Babu’i . . , , 

Qaqsbal, the Turk fief-holders of Ghoraghat 
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cursions 
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Qutbu’d-Din Mubarak K^alji 
Qutb Shahi ... 
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Raja JujhM of Ondohha (Orchha) ‘ ^ 

B§-idhair fort 


Baja Mam Singh 
Baja Bam . 

Baja Bup Naik 
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Maratha nobleman , 

Bajput Princes . 

Bama Baya, Baja of Vijayanagar 
Bamsej fort 
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